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PYNHE appointment by Secretary 
of Commerce Roper (at the 
President's suggestion) of a 

special interdepartmental commit- 

tee composed of six assistant sec- 
retaries of government departments 
to canvass general aviation prob- 
lens and to coordinate conflicting 

Federal aeronautical policies has 

put aviation’s public on the alert. 

It is interesting to note the cool 
reception given this gesture of the 
executive branch of government, 
when we recall the warm approval 


that came forth three years ago 
when the Howell aviation com- 


mission was directed to outline a 
Federal plan for aviation. Munici- 
palities, manufacturers of aircraft, 
and scheduled airline operators 
warmly approved of Federal lead- 
ership when the Howell Commis- 
sion was appointed. Everyone co- 
operated fully. Everyone awaited 
results rather impatiently. Gener- 
ally speaking, everyone was more 
or less in favor of a permanent 
in’cpendent aviation commission 
to direct expansion and regulate in 
the public interest. 

oday we find a changed atti- 
tuce as we “sound out” the various 
segments of what we are prone to 
cal ““aviation’s public.” Skepticism 
has replaced warm enthusiasm. 
There are serious doubts expressed 
about the possibilities of getting 
an’ constructive leadership from 
the executive branch of the Federal 
go ernment. 

Why the skepticism? There are 
reasons for it. For one thing, 
aviation sees a seething bureaucracy 
fighting for advantage under the 
Chief Executive while aviation’s 
vitsl problems are permitted to 
wait. Aviation sees a department 
that should be concentrating on its 
(Turn to page 12) 










Private Flying Biz Socko, 


Due for Upsurge in 1938 





Patterson Rewards Flying Judgment; 
UAL Demands Conservative Operation 


W. A. Patterson, president of United 
Air Lines, announced on Oct. that 
effective Nov. 1, United will guaran- 
tee its assigned and reserve transport 
pilots monthly compensation approxi- 
mating their previous average monthly 
income, irrespective = hours flown. 

This new method, in affect, rewards 
judgment in not ies under weather 
conditions of doubtful safety and will 
offset any tendency of pilots to go on 
duty when not feeling in tip-top shape. 

General airline procedure is to pay 
pilots on the basis of hours flown 
during the month, plus an_ estab 
lished base pay. United now guaran- 
tees pilots a salary, this preserving 
their approximate annual income, ir- 
respective of trips completed or can- 
celled. 

The plan will continue in force 
until May 1 and if successful, will 
probably be permanently adopted as 
a company policy. Heretofore only 
Pan American Airways pays its pilots 
a flat monthly salary irrespective of 
trips flown. 

It is understood that other 
airlines plan to adopt the 
policy, at least for the winter 

(Turn to next page) 
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Eastern Plans 


Longest Overland 


Non-Stop Route, New York-Miami 


Miami, Oct. 2—The longest nonstop 
overland route in the world will be put 
into effect shortly between Miami and 
New York, Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, 
general manager of Eastern Air Lines, 
announced last night at the company’s 
first general staff meeting held here in 
conjunction with the annual Miami 
party. The 1,196 miles will be covered 
in a little more than seven hours and 
there will be two nonstop flights daily, 
Capt. Rickenbacker said. 

It was also announced that five of 
the ten new 21-passenger Douglases 
are now in service. The five other 
planes will be operating within the 
next several weeks. 

Company pay rolls, 
backer said, last June 
higher than the previous June. He 
explained that $6,000,000 had _ been 
spent in mew equipment during the 


Capt. Ricken- 
were $80,000 


last three years and that this money 
was invested by 25,000 stockholders. 

It was estimated that officials at last 
night's event flew a total of 69,158 
miles for the staff meeting. Forty-two 


executives and departments of EAL 
from New York, Chicago and other 
key cities attended. Officials stated that 
revenue passengers had shown a 35 
per cent increase in September over 
September a year ago. 


At the speaker's table with Captain 
Rickenbacker were Thomas P. Cald- 
well of Miami, southern division traffic 
manager, in charge of arrangements 
for the occasion; George Bevins, New- 
ark, N. J.; Robert Ebbitts, Jr., of 
Chicago, northwestern division traffic 
manager; Capt. Sherman Altick, avia- 
tion editor of the New York Sun: 
Don McRae of Miami, superintendent 

(Turn to next page) 


Production of Private- 

Owner Planes Rises as 

Student Licenses Reach 
All-time 36,414 High 


os the first time since the 
aviation boom of 1928-29, 
fl,ing has all the signs of 
to big business in 1938. 

There are more healthy indications 
of a sound forward progression than 
at any previous time. Manufacturers 
of private-owner planes will share sub- 
stantially in the $110,000,000 aircraft 
industry this year. Reports from 
every part of the country relate that 
this year has been the best since the 
depression began and that things are 
picking up all along the line. 

Student pilot licenses are at a new 
high—36,414 Active pilot licenses 
number 17,132. The new Department 
of Commerce regulations, effective No- 
vember 1, permitting dual instruction 
without the necessity of a medical 
examination until time for soloing, is 
expected to affect private flying very 
favorably 

Here are various indices pointing the 
way to substantial expansion 

Airports are in far better shape the 
country over, with prospects of a_per- 
manent Federal aid program for airport 
construction in the offing 

Hangar facilities in many 
the country are at a premium 

The air marking program has moved 
forward with reasonable success, con- 
sidering state and local difficulties, with 
the nation as a whole far better marked 
thon ever before. 


abortive 
private 
amounting 


sales 


parts of 


Weather information and airway aids 
generally are far improved 

There are more types of planes suit- 
able for private owners available than 
ever before at lower prices 

One manufacturer, the Taylor Air- 


craft Co., is planning the production 
of 3,000 Cub planes in 1938, a figure 
considered staggering only a few years 
ago when total plane production of all 
types did not reach that much. 
Private-owner planes are, generally 


speaking, much simpler for the “av- 
erage person” to operate, easier to 
handle and much safer. The private 
owner has a greater variety of speed, 
seating capacity and range to choose 
from 

There is an increasingly cohesive 


spirit among groups concerned with 
private flying. The New York State 
Aviation Association, organized to pro- 











tect aviation interests in that state, has 
2,100 members. 
Minnesota and Florida have become 


active with state-wide organizations 
for the fostering of private flying. 

The Aviation Country Club of Cali- 
fornia, Inc., has set the pace for prac- 
tical, easily-operated and useful private 
flying organizations in the conducting 
of air tours. A similar club has been 
organized at San Francisco. 

The Western Aviation Planning Con- 
ference held in September at Sacra- 
mento, Calif., was a definite indication 
of increased interest regionally. Three 
other regional conferences are being 
planned. 

Several leading engine manufactures 
are planning to enter the small horse- 
power class to supply the light plane 
market. In the industry there is a 
definite increased interest in the whole 
field of private-owner planes. 

All of these items put together spell 
out a dramatic upsurge for miscella- 
neous flying. If the regional con- 
ferences mean anything, a large num- 
ber of state aviation associations may 
be expected during the next twelve 
months to deal in a practical way with 
taxation, regulation, airports and other 
aeronautical problems within their re- 
spective states. 

The New York State Aviation Asso- 
ciation, for example, would like to see 
other states copy its pattern of organi- 
zation, all to be knit in a national co- 
ordinating body of state aviation groups. 
The predominant activity of these 
groups would be, of course, with pri- 
vate flying. 

Reasons generally ascribed as _ the 
need for a national co-ordinating body 
are (1) protection against discrimina- 
tory or harmful state legislation, (2) 
protection against unfair taxation, (3) 
development of adequate airports, 
(4) proper air marking and (5) gen- 
eral stimulation of private flying. 

On the subject of airports, it is 
known that a Federal aid program for 
airport construction, similar to the Bu- 
reau of Public Roads (by which the 
U. S. contributes one-half the cost of 
construction) is in the making. This 
is good news to everyone, airlines and 


private flying, and particularly to the 
latter. 

One item to be tackled by state 
groups, and which is getting attention 


in some parts of the country, is the 
need for air marking and _ particularly 
the uniform marking of airports. Out- 
side of airport terminals, landing fields 
are poorly marked. One campaign sug- 
gested is that every field should have 
the 100-foot identification circle, bound- 
ary lines marked plainly, a suitable 
wind indicator that is something more 
than a rag, roof signs, and corner 
markers. 





PATTERSON 
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Mr. Patterson issued the following 
Statement: 

“The captains in our flying per- 
sonnel are paid for their judgment 
not to start a trip as well as to start 
one. Although the base pay our pilots 
receive in addition to flying pay is 
intended to compensate the captain 
for trips he may miss during a given 
period, our new procedure of giving 
pilot personnel guaranteed compen- 
sation for seasonal fluctuations in fly- 
ing time is, in Our Opinion, increasing 
the margin of safety. It is a move by 
airline management to reward judg- 
ment of not flying when that decision 
is in the interest of safety. It should 
lead to an even more conservative 


operation.” 
U.A.L. superintendents of flying 





Gov. Earle Calls Eastern Conference 


American Aviation for October 
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Governor George H. Earle of Pennsylvania announced on October 13 the 
Eastern States Aviation Planning Conference which he is calling for November 5 


and 6 at Harrisburg, Pa. 


Invitaticns were to go out immediately to the Governors 


of Ohio, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, West Virginia and 
Virginia, to be followed by general invitation to all aviation interests in the 
eight states comprising the eastern conference. 


In announcing the sessions, Governor Earle is following the lead of Governor 
Merriam of California who called the Western Aviation Planning Conference just 


held at Sacramento September 23-25. 


: A third 
making for the Mid-west and a fourth in the South-west. 


conference is in the 
Governor Earle, who 


regional 


is a pilot in his own right, said every phase of aviation will be covered at the 
Harrisburg conferenze and that he was inviting many national leaders to speak. 





and their assistants from all divisions 
recently held a meeting in Chicago to 
evaluate the company’s operating pol- 
icy and broaden margins of safety. At 
this meeting an improved program 
for safety was developed in detail. 
Major R. W. Schroeder, manager of 
operations and R. T. Freng, director 
of flying, are now travelling over 
United's 5,000-mile system presenting 
this program to all pilots through 
personal discussion. It is the belief 
of Mr. Patterson that every captain 
and flying officer of the line should 
have the benefit of the management's 
reasoning in modifying of past pro- 
cedures. 

In a letter to U.A.L. pilots ex- 
plaining the changed policy on pilots’ 
pay, Mr. Patterson said: 

“We do not want a captain to at- 
tempt to perform his duties when not 
feeling in the best of condition. This 
guaranteed minimum is for the pur- 
pose of giving each captain the se- 
curity of looking forward to a mini- 
mum income during the winter months 
regardless of schedule performance 
or physical capacity. This entire 
arrangement is expected to accomplish 
two things: First, to establish the 
principle that consideration must be 
given to judgment when that judg- 
ment is in the interests of safety; and 
second, to remove any possible ground 
for attack against a method of pay 
which you find satisfactory to your 
own interests.” 

Considerable criticism of the pres- 
ent method of payment of pilots was 
made at the safety hearings held early 
this spring following the series of 
crashes of last winter. U.A.L.’s ac- 
tion probably will eliminate almost 
any criticism or charges of “pilot- 
pushing.” 





EASTERN 
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of communication; Leslie Frazeur of 
Miami, superintendent of maintenance; 
Walter Avery of New York, superin- 
tendent in charge of service; Elmer 
Cross of Miami, chief inspector; V. P. 
Conroy of New York, north division 
trafic manager; Edward Denis of New 
Orleans; Hubert Huntingdon of Miami, 
chief air navigation engineer; Charles 
Froesch of New York, chief engineer ; 
J. J. George of Atlanta, chief meteorol- 
ogist; Samuel Wilks of Atlanta, cen- 
tral divisional traffic manager; J. J. 
Mehl of New York, treasurer of the 
company; Charles Moon of Miami, a 
member of the board of North Ameri- 
can Aviation Corp.; Capt. Larry Pabst 
of Atlanta, western divisional opera- 
tions manager; Sid Shannon of Miami, 
operations manager; Paul H. Brattain 
of New York, assistant general man- 
ager and general traffic manager; Joe 
Brock of Miami, purchasing agent; 
John Ray of Miami, superintendent of 
engine overhaul, and Dan Mahoney. 


Copyright, 1937, by American Aviation Associates, Inc. 


Penn-Central Opens 
New Route Oct. 26 


Pennsylvania-Central Airlines will in- 
augurate its new Washington-Buffalo 
air route October 26, according to an- 
nouncement by L. P. Arnold, executive 
assistant to the president of the line. 

Congressman James L. Mead and 
Governor George Earle of Pennsylvania 
have been invited to be on the first 
scheduled flight. 

The tentative schedule calls for one 
round trip daily, leaving Washington 
at 8:30 a. m., arriving in Buffalo at 
11:15 a. m., leaving Buffalo at 1:50 p. 
m., and arriving in Washington at 4:32 
p. m. Baltimore, Harrisburg and Wil- 
liamsport will be the intermediate stops. 

J. H. Neal, superintendent of opera- 
tions, James Franklin and R. H. Taylor, 
who will be first pilots of the run, began 
familiarization flights on Oct. 8. Ten 
of these flights are required and six 
had been completed by Oct. 14. 

Donald A. Duff, formerly director of 
sales and advertising for PCA, was re- 
cently appointed traffic manager of the 
new Washington-Buffalo division. 


NEW AIRLINES 





Mayflower Airlines Begins Boston- 
’ Springfield Operations Oct. 4 


Boston, Oct. 4—A new airline from 
Boston to Springfield, operated by 
Mayflower Airlines, Inc., of which 
Parker W. Gray is President and Gen- 
eral Manager, started operation on 
October 4. Tri-motored ten passenger 
Stinson Airliners which made the com- 
pany’s Cape Cod and Island run during 
the summer season are now making 
two round trips daily. 

The flight, which 
minutes, will connect at Boston with 
American Airlines and Boston and 
Maine Airways, and at Springfield with 
the Airline Feeder System which runs 
to New York via New Haven. 

Though at the present time the flight 
is being made directly from Boston to 
Springfield, there is a possibility of a 
stop at Worcester if traffic warrants, 
and a later extension north from 
Springfield to Westfield, Greenfield, 
and Pittsfield, and from Boston to 
Lawrence, Fitchburg, Leominster and 
sc to Greenfield. 

Mr. Douglas Kaplinger, President of 
the Springfield Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, has assured Mr. Gray of 
the full cooperation of Springfield busi- 
ness firms in supplying this service be- 
tween the two cities. 


takes forty-five 


Chicago and Southern Air Lines, Inc., 
has contracted with AMERICAN AVIA- 
TION for a series of twelve consecutive 
institutional advertisements beginning 
with the November 1 issue. 





WPA Conducts Air 


Tour of Airpo ‘ts 


Corrington Gill, Assistant Adm 
trator, Heads List of Officials « 
21-Day Flying Inspection 
Inspecting airports and airways f 
ties improved by the Works Pro 
Administration throughout most ot 


48 States, Corrington Gill, Ass 
WPA Administrator, was to 
Washington Oct. 16 on an aeria 


spection trip, accompanied by 

officials of WPA, the Bureau of 
Commerce, National Advisory Cor 
tee for Aeronautics, Institute of 
Aeronautical Sciences, and the Nat 
Association of State Aviation Off 

Forty stops are scheduled on tl 
day flying inspection trip, proceedir 
the Pacific coast by a northern 
and returning to Washington thi 
Southern States. The purpose ot 
trip, Mr. Gill explained, is to ap; 
the work already accomplished ir 
WPA airport program and to cor 
future aviation needs with a vie 
determining what part the WPA 1 
play in cooperation with local 
other Federal agencies in develo; 
of a national program of airway 
airport improvement. 

Officials who were expected t 
company Mr. Gill are Sumpter S$ 
principal aeronautical engineer 
WPA; Howard Rough, Assistant 
rector of the Bureau of Air Comn 
A. B. McMullen, chief of the ai 
section of the Bureau of Air Comn 
Dr. George W. Lewis, director of 
nautical research for the National 
visory Committee for Aerona 
Major Lester D. Gardner, secreta 
the Institute of Aeronautical Scier 
Gill Robb Wilson, president of 
National Association of State Avi 
Officials. 

Among other features of the 
they will attend the dedication 
National Guard hangar at the mi 
pal airport in Birmingham, Alla., 
tober 30, then dedicate a hangar 
administrative facilities for the 
kansas National Guard at Little 
the following day. The last stop 
fore returning to Washington wil 
for the dedication of the Tri-City 
port serving Johnson City, Bristol 
Kingsport, Tenn., November 5 

The complete itinerary, which is 
ject to change if adverse weather 
ditions prevail, is as follows: 

October 16: Leaving Washin 
stops will be made at Pittsburgh. 
Cleveland, Ohio, Detroit and G 
Rapids, Mich. October 17: Chi 
Omaha, Grand Island and Chey 
Wyo. October 18: Denver, ( 
October 19: Salt Lake City, | 
October 20: Butte, Mont., Spokan« 
Seattle, Wash. October 21: Se 
October 22: Portland, Ore. Ox 
23: Medford, Ore., and.San Fran 
Calif. October 24: Sacramento 
Los Angeles, Calif. October 25 
Diego, Calif. October 26: Ph 


Ariz., and Albuquerque, N 

October 27: El Paso, Texas. Oc 
28: Fort Worth Tex. October 
Shreveport, La., Jackson, Miss., 
Montgomery, Ala. October 30 
mingham, Ala. October 31: 

Rock, Ark. November 1: Men 


Tenn., and New Orleans, La. N 


ber 2: Houston and Dallas, Tex 
vember 3: Oklahoma City, Okla 
Louis, Mo., and _ Indianapolis, 
November 4: Dayton and Cinci 
Ohio, Louisville, Ky., and Tri-( 
Tenn. November 5: Washingtor 
©. 

Another aerial inspection trip, 


ering the Atlantic Seaboard, is pl: 
before the first of next year. 
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American Gets Mail Pay Increase 





|, C. C. Grants Additional Compensation on Five Out of Eight Routes, Which 
Added to Additional Pay Schedule Amounts to Between $600,000 
and $700,000 Annually 


NCREASES in air mail compensa- 

tion on five out of the eight air 
mail routes held by American Airlines, 
Inc., were granted on Oct. 1 by the 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

The petition for rate readjustments 
was filed by American March 9, 1936. 
The increased pay is retroactive to 
that date. 

According to Harllee Branch, Sec- 
ond Assistant Postmaster General, the 
increases will amount to $345,530 on 
an annual basis, and $555,466 over the 
period from March 9, 1936, to the 
end of the current fiscal year, June 30, 
1938. 

It is understood that Mr. Branch’s 
estimates may be high, although the 
I. C. C. would not give out any fig- 
ures itself, Whatever the total amount 
of the increases, 1937 is a banner year 
financially for American, for only two 
months ago the Post Office Depart- 
ment awarded another transconti- 
nental pay schedule to American which 
in itself amounts to some $350,000 
per year additional compensation. 

Conservatively, American Airlines 
has increased its air mail com- 
pensation during the past few months 
by between $600,000 and $700,000 
annually. 

Unquestionably these increases will 
go a long way toward bolstering 
American's financial condition which 
admittedly was in bad shape last year. 
Coupled with greatly increased pas- 
senger revenue this year, particularly 
since May, American's financial posi- 
tion has been improved markedly. 

Observers of the air mail situation 
in Washington are wondering what 
the Post Office Department will do, 
if anything, now that the I. C. C. has 
granted increased compensation. They 
point out that only last year Post 
Otice Solicitor Karl A. Crowley 
frankly told Delta Air Lines that if 
the I. C. C. granted additional com- 
pensation to it, as Delta had peti- 
tioned, that the P. O. would be forced 
to cut Delta’s schedules so that the 
total compensation paid to the line 
would be the same as before. 

Delta Warned 

In other words, the P. O. told Delta 
that it could apply to the I. C. C. for 
higher rates, but that if the higher 
rates were granted, the P. O. would 
find some way of getting around the 
decision by cutting of a pay schedule. 

In American's case, the situation has 
its curious angles. Two months be- 
tore the I. C. C. decision on Oct. 1, 
the P. O. handed American an addi- 
tional pay schedule, and now the I. 
C. C. orders increase base mileage 
pay. Observers are wondering if the 
P.O. will hold to its Delta position 
or whether it will have some other 
excuse for continuing a general policy 
of inconsistency. At the same time 
that it granted American the additional 
schedule, it took a pay schedule away 
trom United Air Lines, although United 
is still forced to carry the same 
amount of mail even though it isn't 
being paid for it. 

Three of American's air mail routes 
were left as they were by the I. C.C. 
These are A.M.4, Fort Worth to 


Texas; A.M.7, Newark to Chicago, 
and A. M.18, Boston to Newark. 

Rates on three of American's eight 
routes were not changed by the I. C. C. 
These are on A. M. 7, Newark to Chi- 
cago; A.M.18, Newark to Boston, 
and A. M. 25, Washington to Chicago. 

The increases were made on A.M. 
4, Fort Worth to Los Angeles; A. M. 
21, Boston to Cleveland; A. M. 22, 
Cleveland to Nashville; A.M. 23, 
Newark to Fort Worth, and A. M. 30, 
Chicago to Fort Worth. 

Amounts Given 

Mr. Branch said the increase on the 
Fort Worth to Los Angeles route 
would be about $176,864 on an annual 
basis and an increase of $226,000 from 
March 9, 1936, to June 30, 1938. On 
the other leg of the transcontinental, 
Newark to Fort Worth, the increase 
would mean $116,275 annually, of 
$203,994 for the whole period. 

The three other routes bring smaller 
total amounts. Mr. Branch estimated 
the Boston to Cleveland route at 
$6,044 on an annual basis and $16,511 
for the extended period. The Cleve- 
land to Nashville route will bring 
$36,588 additional on an annual basis 
and $82,011 on the longer period, 
while the Chicago-Fort Worth route 
means $9,756 annually and $26,120 for 
the longer period. 

Since the increases are not provided 
for in current Post Office appropria- 
tions, the P.O. will have to go 
through the Budget Bureau to obtain 
the money and Congress must approve 
the amounts. 

American in its testimony contended 
that conditions have changed mate- 
rially since its rates were originally 
determined, that there have been gen- 
eral increases in prices and costs of 
commodities and services, that there 
is increase competition at reduced 
rates from other modes of transport, 


and that there have been unforseen 
expenses and new functions in the 
interests of safety. 
Contention Correct 
“It further contends,” the I. C.C. 


decision said, “that because the rates 
originally fixed were intended to be 
applicable to all airplane miles flown 
with mail, whereas it has maintained 
weight-credit service without addi- 
tional mileage compensation, these 
rates are no longer fair and reason- 
able and should be revised to take 
into consideration the present legis- 
lative policy which sanction the 
weight-credit service. There is force 
to this contention. 

“There is no dispute regarding the 
fact that the petitioner has sustained 
substantial losses. Such losses are veri- 
fied by our audit, and by that of the 
Postmaster General. 

“In the determination of mail rates 
it must, of course, be borne in mind 
that much service is rendered in the 
discharge of petitioner's obligations 
under its contracts for which it re- 
ceives no direct compensation, but 
which, nevertheless, is service con- 
nected with the transportation of mail. 
Much of the so-called non-revenue 
mileage, consisting of mileage flown 
in placing ships for mail schedules, 


in returning them from interrupted 
and uncompleted schedules, in pre- 
paring them for service, and in other 
ways, is necessarily flown in fulfill- 
ment of the contracts. 

“Petitioner allocated such mileage 
to the various services with relation 
to the use therein. When the revenues 
accrued for mail service during the 
year ended Feb. 29, 1936, are appor- 
tioned to the miles recorded in mail 
service, including the proportion or 
non-revenue miles, mail-pay miles, and 
weight-credit miles, surprisingly low 
compensation appears to have been 
received on some routes in comparison 
with established rates of compensa- 
tron, 

Changes Ordered 

The changes ordered by the I. C. € 
are: 

A. M. 4, which had a base rate pet 
airplane mile of 26 cents, was reduced 
to 25 cents base rate but the base 
mileage was increased from 160,000 
to 240,000 miles. 

A. M. 21, which had a base rate pet 
airplane mile of 32 cents, was in- 
creased to a 33 and one-third cents 


base rate and the base mileage re- 
mains at 36,000 miles. 
A.M.22, which had a base rate 


per airplane mile of 28 cents, was 
increased to 32 cents base rate, with 
the base mileage of 60,000 miles re 
maining the same. 

A.M. 23, which had a base rate 
per airplane mile of 26 cents, was 
lowered to a base rate of 23 cents 
but the base mileage was increased 
from 85,000 miles to 330,000 miles. 

A. M. 30, which had a base rate of 
28 cents per airplane mile, was low- 
ered to 25 cents base rate and the base 
mileage increased from 55,000 to 
140,000 miles. 

Thus on three of the air mail routes, 
the base rate was actually reduced, 
but the base mileage increased sub- 
stantially to bring about greatly in- 
creased compensation. 


B. A. C. RADIO BIDS 


Federal Telegraph Co. Sumbits Lowest 
Figures on Stations 

Four bids were opened on Oct. 11 
by the division of purchases and sales 
of the Department of Commerce for fur- 
nishing and installing radio equipment 
at 39 SBRA-D radio stations located 
in various sections of the United States 


Federal Telegraph Company was low 


bidder, quoting $517,564.51 for the 39 
stations, promising completion of the 
first one within six months, the second 
one within nine months and the remain- 
ing ones at the rate of six stations per 


month following close of the ninth 
month 
Westinghouse Electric and Manu 


facturing Co., bid $541,335, promising 
the same completion time as the Federal 
Telegaph Co.; Bendix Radio Corp. bid 
$625,159 and RCA Manufacturing Co 
$728,756. Their completion — times 
were also the same. 

A list of the station sites was carried 
in the Oct. 1 issue of AMERICAN AVIA- 
TION. 





Kahle Charges Okla. 
Scuttles Air Program 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 8—Keith Kahle, 
editor of Taxi-Strip, the aviation maga- 
zine, charged in an editorial in the 
October issue that the Oklahoma State 
Highway Department has scuttled that 
state’s air marking and airport program 


and have refused to cooperate with avia 


tion interests 

“Flop went Oklahoma's air marking 
program when the elite group that sits 
in the highway department voted 
thumbs down on the spending of a few 
thousand dollars for paint and the like 
to aid flying in the state,’’ Kahle said 
“It is high time that Oklahoma woke 
up to the possibilities of its aviation, 
its flyers, its airports 

“Many feel that the state ought to 
take it upon itself to maintain the 
smaller airports built by WPA. Thou- 
sands of dollars were invested in the 
ports. Many of them were supervised 
by pilots who knew the score ‘ 
and now, take a look at them. High 
in weeds, ruts ankle deep cutting their 
surface . unsafe for landing .and 
take-off Yet, * Oklahoma back, 


doing nothing 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 


sits 


Yakima to Get Northwest Stop in 
New Routing 

Yakima, Wash., Oct. 5—Mayor 
Harry C. Temple announced recently 
that Yakima will soon be a link in a 
shuttle air service comprising four 
Washington cities. His announcement 
followed a conference with officials of 
Northwest Airlines. The service, which 
is to be established sometime this 
month, will be between Seattle, Spo- 
kane, Yakima and Wenatchee, and will 


be so arranged as, to catch through 
service east and west 

Those present at the recent confer 
ence were A. G. Kinsman, west coast 


trafic manager of Northwest Airlines: 
A. R. Mensing, Jr., division superin 
tendent; George Boyd, lighting expert 
for Westinghouse Electric and Manu- 
facturing Co.; Mayor Temple; Com- 


missioner George W. Clark; E. § 
Leuth, city building inspector, Secre 
tary George Baer of the Yakima 


Chamber of Commerce, and Bill 
ton, local airport agent 

The cost of installing ground lights, 
obstruction lights and a beacon light 
on the landing field was estimated at 
$7,500 by Boyd, Mayor Temple said 


Bur 


Sues United 

Portland, Ore., Oct. 10—Ray Schan 
hals, aviator, recently filed a $20,150 
damage suit against United Air Lines, 
claiming that one of the company's 
transports disregarded his right-of-way 
and caused him to crash while he was 
racing in the 1935 Swan Island Air 
Show. Schanhals cited the section of 
the aeronautics regulations which state 
that the plane to the right, just as with 
automobiles, has the right-of-way. 
United violated this, he stated 
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Aviation Country Club of Calif. 
Has 121 Members and 75 Planes 





Organization Has Flown 475,100 Passenger Miles 
in Year and Half, Consuming 19,000 Gallons 
of Gas; Private Flying Booms 


Los Angeles, Oct. 1—Starting in 
February of 1936 with sixty charter 
members, the Aviation Country Club 
of California, Inc., has now reached a 
membership of 121 members, of which 
some seventy-five own their own. air- 
planes. The club has the distinction 
of being probably the most successful 
private airplane organization in the 
United States and has established a pat- 
tern of organization and activity being 
taken up in other parts of the country. 

Ben S. McGlashan is president, Bert 
Rhine, secretary, and W. D. Timm, 
treasurer. Offices are at 1215 Rives- 
Strong Building, Los Angeles. 

What the club has meant as a stimu- 
lant to private flying in California is 
indicated by Mr. Rhine’s annual report, 
recently issued, which reveals that on 
five major air tours and on a number 
of week-end trips, the club flyers rolled 
up the following statistics: 


Total passenger 

miles flown 475, 100 pass. miles 
Total flying hours 1,587 hours 
Total gasoline 

consumed ..... 19,044 gallons 
Total oil con- 

ere 463 gallons 

Since the organization, major air 


tours have been made to Sonora, Fur- 
nace Creek and Death Valley, Coro- 


nado, Ensonada, and Del Monte. 

Besides major tours, the club has 
conducted a week-end and Sunday in- 
formation bureau and clearing house 
for information under which numerous 
informal week-end and Sunday trips 
have been conducted. 

“It will be noted from total flying 
hours that some eighty 20-hour engine 
checks were necessitated by the flying 
time, including approximately four 
major overhauls,” Mr. Rhine said in 
his report. 

“The actual sale of many planes now 
owned by members of the club can be 
directly attributed to the activities of 
the organization.” 

There are no dues or assessments 
either charged or paid and the entire 
organization has been supported 
through a small profit on various or- 
ganization activities. There are no 
paid directors, officers or employees. 
And yet, Mr. Timm reports a balance 
of $1,274 in the treasury, of which 
$486 is cash on hand. 

So rapidly has the club grown that 
it is expected in the near future that 
a paid full-time manager will be hired. 
This may be accomplished through the 
cooperation and backing of various in- 
dustrial organizations in the aircraft 
industry. 





San Francisco Organizes Aviation 


Country Club on Los Angeles Pattern 


San Francisco, Oct. 1—Following 
the success of the Aviation Country 
Club of California, Inc., located in Los 
Angeles, flyers of the San Francisco 
bay region have organized the Aviation 
Country Club of Northern California. 
Articles of incorporation were filed at 
Oakland on September 23. 

M. A. Casserly, Waco agent for this 
district, has been elected president; 
Ivar Akselsen, vice-president, and P. 
L. McMullen, of the Richfield Oil 
Company, secretary-treasurer. Others 
active in the organization are Lioyd 
Stearman, of the Stearman-Hammond 
Aircraft Corp.; L. B. Daniels, of Seely 


& Co., insurance agents; Jennison 
Heaton, and Lawrence C. Ames, a di- 
rector of the Lockheed Aircraft Corp. 

The club is strictly a non-commercial, 
non-profit organization organized to 
encourage private flying, air tours and 
safety in aviation. 

According to the articles of incorpo- 
ration, members will be divided into 
two groups, pilots who own their own 
planes forming the active membership, 
while licensed pilots without planes, 
and non-flyers who are interested in 
aviation, will complete the make-up of 
the club. Air tours will be made to 
various parts of the state. 





Oakland Branch Opened 


Oakland, Calif., Sept. 16—Earl Her- 
ring’s Airplane Parts and Supplies busi- 
ness has opened a branch at Oakland 
Airport under the management of David 
J. Shoemaker, former member of the 
Pacific Airmotive Corporation’s Oakland 
organization. The new branch is located 
in the Moreau Hangar. E. O. Locher, 
formerly with Bredouw-Hilliard Air- 
motive Corp. of Kansas City, has as- 
sumed the duties of assistant manager. 
The new branch has been established to 
serve northern aircraft operators and 
will carry a complete stock. 


Oakland on TWA 


Oakland, Calif., Oct. 7—Oakland 
Airport is a scheduled stop on all four 
of Transcontinental and Western Air's 
transcontinental flights. This new San 
Francisco-New York route leaves Oak- 
land daily for New York at 7:10 a.m. 
and 3:10 p.m. and arrives from the 
east each day at 8:15 a.m. and 6:49 
p. m. 


Trains Chinese 
Oakland, Calif., Sept. 16—Fred 
Munro, veteran Oakland transport pilot, 
is doing a nice business training Chinese 
for combat flying at Oakland Airport. 
About a score of Chinese from the Bay 
Region are reported to be taking instruc- 
tion in Munro’s ex-U. S. Navy type 
training plane flown here recently from 
Los Angeles. A hundred more Chinese 
are reported ready to begin training. 
Those soon to complete the courses plan 

to sail for Shanghai shortly. 


Representative Named 


San Francisco, Sept. 24—Lloyd Stear- 
man, president of Stearman Hammond 
Aircraft Corp., announed today that 
A. F. Schachterle of Chestnut Hill, Pa., 
has been appointed agent for the com- 
pany in eastern Pennsylvania, southern 
New Jersey, Maryland, District of Col- 
umbia and Delaware. It was also an- 
nounced that Capt. G. Allen Hancock, 
business man and sportsman of southern 
California, had taken delivery of one 
of the company’s new Model “Y” 
planes. 


Consair’s Navy PBY-1 
Becomes “Air- Yacht” 


San Diego, Oct. 5—Consolidated 
Aircraft Corp. has stripped the PBY-1 
Navy flying boat of its armaments, re- 
designed and re-decorated the inte- 
rior and the result is a luxurious “air- 
yacht.” 

The PBY-is have a 4,000-mile 
cruising range and are powered with 
two 1,000-horsepower engines, so that 
a wealthy sportsman owning one could 
take a party of 20 for a weekend holi- 
day to a fisherman's paradise in Can- 
ada or to Miami without a stop. 

The practicability of flying a sea- 
plane across vast stretches of land was 
demonstrated in June when Richard 
Archbold, research associate of the 
American Museum of Natural His- 
tory, flew non-stop from San Diego 
to New York in a Consolidated air- 
boat. 

The plain hull of the PBY-1, used 
to house a bombing crew, has been 
transformed to contain sleeping quar- 
ters, complete galley and cocktail 
lounge, lavatories with hot and cold 
running water, and stowage space. 
Ample room for 20 persons and a 
four-man crew is provided for day- 
time flights and night accommodations 
are available for six passengers, a 
steward and a crew of four. 


NEW WIND TUNNEL 





University of Washington Opens De- 
vice of New Design 

Seattle, Wash., Sept. 24—Dr. Fred- 

erick K. Kirsten, professor of aero- 

nautical engineering at the University 

of Washington, put his radically de- 


signed airplane through preliminary 
tests today in the university's wind 
tunnel. 

Instead of the usual wings, Dr. 


Kirsten’s plane utilizes what he calls 
“cycloidal propellers,” a series of mov- 
able vanes protruding in the places of 
the usual wings and tail surfaces. The 
propellers act both as wings and pro- 
pellers. If the experiments are suc- 
cessful, Dr. Kirsten says he will have 
a plane capable of higher speeds than 
are now possible. It will also be able 
to land on a highway or a rooftop. 

The tests climax more than 17 years 
of research. The wind tunnel labora- 
tory was built with funds of the WPA, 
the Boeing Aircraft Company and the 
Guggenheim Aeronautical Institute. 


Reeves Field 

Los Angeles, Sept. 25—Representa- 
tive J. P. Fernandez of Louisiana and 
Representative C. A. Plumley of Ver- 
mont, members of the naval subcom- 
mittee of the House Appropriation 
Committee, visited Reeves Field yes- 
terday. Representative Fernandez 
stated that unless the WPA approves 
a $207,000 appropriation for further 
improvements at the field, he will take 
the matter before the House Appro- 
priations Committee as soon as the 
next Congress convenes. The two 
Congressmen are conducting a survey 
of Pacific naval bases. 


Airship Moved 

Palo Alto, Calif., Oct. 5—The 
Army's semi-rigid airship TC-13, 
which has been in storage at Moffett 
Field since it was decommissioned 
last June, has been transferred to the 
Navy Department. It will be sent to 
Lakehurst, N. J., the Navy's lighter- 
than-air station, for use in training. 
The TC-13 has been the largest lighter- 
than-air ship in the United States 
since the destruction of the Macon 
in February, 1935. 





19 PLANES JOIN 
IN ARKANSAS TOUR 


Tenth Annual Trip Successful as 35 
Pilots Fly for Three Days 


Little Rock, Ark., Oct. 7—The 1937 
10th Annual Arkansas Air Tour was 
held Sept. 24-26 with 19 planes and 
38 pilots and passengers participating 

The Tour started at Hot Springs, 
flew to Pine Bluff Airport, Memphis 
and Horseshoe Lake. At the latter 
stop it disbanded, many of the par- 
ticipants having a long distance to fly 
home. All along the way the flyers 
were cordially welcomed and dinners 
and parties were given in their honor. 

No airports were to be dedicated 
this year so the tour was arranged to 
give participants the most pleasure and 
the opportunity of renewing old ac- 
quaintances. Out-of-state flyers were 
invited to take part and among those 
who accepted were James Brazell of 
Oklahoma City and W. R. Kent of 
Memphis. 

Charles Taylor was general chairman 
of the Tour and Captain Robert H 
Baker, 154th Observation Squadron, 
served as Tour Commander. Earnest 
Bailey, mayor of Cabot, was assistant 
Commander; Buck Carter, of the Lion 
Oil Co., was official starter; and Mar- 
shall Purvis, assistant starter. 

The list of participants is as follows 
Pilots—Earnest Bailey, Buck Carter, 
Marshall Purvis, J. Gilbert Leigh, Jr., 
E. E. Paxton, Kenneth Garrett, Felix 
Smart, James Brazell, E. R. Buster, 
Capt. Robert H. Baker, Capt. Robert 
W. Chrisp, Lieut. Chas. M. Taylor, 
Lieut. John D. Howe, Lieut. Ellis M 
Fagan, Lieut. R. Snow Wilson, Lieut. 
Wm. D. Hopson, E. R. Lambert, J 
B. Wilson and W. R. Kent. Passengers 
were Walter Beroset, Edgar B. Ches- 
nutt, Walter Haun, Mrs. Marshall 
Purvis, David D. Terry, Jr., Dick 
Brown, Joe Brummett, John Lyle, Law- 
ler Reeves, H. E. Russell, Pvt. Gene 
Meuller, Pvt. Lawrence Toland, Pvt 
Roy Whitley, Sgt. Seth V. Duncan, 
Lieut. A. T. McMillan, Lieut. Luther 
Bivens, Pvt. Joe Sullivan, Mrs. W. R. 
Kent, Mr. J. F. Lanier, and Mrs. J. F. 
Lanier. 

At a luncheon in Pine Bluff Capt 
Robert W. Chrisp presented a resolu- 
tion in memory of the late W. F 
Moody, who was killed last May in 
an airplane crash. Moody was one of 
the outstanding developers of aviation 
in Arkansas, had participated in the 
organization and conduct of many of 
the Annual Tours and had held numer- 
ous official positions with the Tour, in- 
cluding that of Tour Commander. 





Long Beach Improved 

Long Beach, Calif., Oct. 1—The 
Dept. of Commerce is taking steps to 
install at Long Beach Municipal Air- 
port a radio beam and localizer which 
will place the field on a par with 
others as an adequate western terminal 
for passenger-carrying airlines. TWA, 
United and American have urgently 
requested the improvements so that 
Long Beach airport can be used as 
an alternate when necessary. Harry 
H. Crites, manager of industrial de- 
partment of the local Chamber of 
Commerce, has directed the campaign 


Cockeyed on Runways 


Washington, Oct. 1—Two Wash- 
ington youths were arrested early this 
morning following a series of auto- 
mobile speed dashes up and down the 
runways at Washington-Hoover Air- 
“port. They were fined for driving 
while intoxicated. 
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$102,750 Prize Money for 1938 


Nationals; Rule Changes Made 





Bendix Trophy Planes To Be Barred from Other 
Events; Thompson Trophy Cash Up to $45,000, 
Other Prizes Increased 


Important changes in the plans of 
the 1938 National Air Races were an- 
nounced following a recent conference 
in Washington between the National 
Air Race management and the contest 
board of the National Aeronautic As- 
sociation. 

Louis W. Greve, president, and 
Clifford W. Henderson, managing di- 
rector, stated that the prize awards 
have been increased to the total of 
$102,750 with the probability that the 
amount will be increased still more 
by the time the races open in Cleve- 
land next summer. 

The most important change in the 
racing plan is the ruling that no plane 
competing in the Bendix transconti- 
nental race will be allowed to compete 
n the closed course speed events as 
well. This rule does not apply to 
pilots, but pilots flying in the Bendix 
must designate alternates to qualify 
any additional plane, as qualifying 
trials will be held before Bendix fin- 
shers reach Cleveland. 

It will also be necessary for all 
Bendix entries to carry blind flying 
equipment and the contest committee 
will strongly recommend the use of 
gasoline dump valves and two-way 
radio. 

The total prize awards on the Ben- 
lix have been stepped up to $30,000. 
Of this, $20,000 is on the race itself 
nd $10,000 will be used for special 
awards. 

In the Greve and Thompson Trophy 
Races, starters will be flagged off si- 
multaneously in two lines, ten in the 
first line and five in a second line, 500 
feet back. Starters who have qualified 
on Wednesday get the preference in 
the first line over those qualifying 
later, even with faster times. 

The Thompson Trophy Race, a 
closed course event, will carry total 
prize awards of $45,000 and will have 
a new distance of 300 miles, 30 laps 
wer the ten-mile course. The Greve 
Trophy Race, limited to planes of 549 
cubic inches, will carry total prizes 
of $25,000. The distance of this race 
has been increased to 200 miles, 20 
laps over the ten-mile course. 

Other important changes in the 
general program include: reduction to 
a three-day meet instead of four, open- 
ing Sept. 3 and ending Labor Day, 
Sept. 5; elimination of racing events 
for planes in the 397 cubic inch class; 
elimination of qualifying races and 
substitution for them of qualifying 
trials to be held Aug. 31, Sept. 1 and 
2; moving back of the final time for 
filing entries from Aug. 20 to Aug. 
15: and an increase in the starting 
held for closed course events from 10 
to 15 planes. 

Director John C. McHannan, vice 
president of the Central National 
Bank, released the financial report of 
the 1937 Races on Sept. 24. Total 
ttendance was given at 170,717. Net 


ticket sales were $262,548.16, other 
income $70,396.88, for a total of 
$332,945.04. Total expenses were 


$272,257.90, leaving a net for 1937 of 
$60,684.14. In the expense total were 
included $37,199.58 spent on construc- 
tion and field improvements, and $8,- 
100 set up as a reserve for contin- 
gencies. 


Director John L. Young, managing 
director of the Cleveland Automobile 
Club, stated that on Labor Day the 
field parking lot contained 23,729 
cars and on Sunday 15,619. Forty- 
eight states, Canada, Mexico and 
other foreign countries were repre- 
sented. 

With a surplus to work on for 
1938, the directors announced that the 
Cleveland Airport will be landscaped 
and beautified and that further im- 
provements will be made in the park- 
ing facilities, grandstands and club 
quarters. 

The announcement of the prize 
money and the 1938 racing plan is 
being made early to allow designers 
and builders a full year to prepare 
their entries and put into competition 
new ships necessitated by the changes 
in rules and racing conditions 


Hawks and Nancy Love 


to Sell Gwinn Aircar 


Buffalo, N. Y., Oct. 6—Commander 
Frank M. Hawks, cross-country speed 
flyer, has been appointed vice-president 
in charge of sales for the Gwinn Aircar 
Company, J. M. Gwinn, Jr., president, 
has announced. The appointment of 
Nancy Love, formerly with the Bureau 
of Air Commerce, as special sales rep- 
resentative was also announced. 

Hawks, in acknowledging the ap- 
pointment, stated, “Now I have a 
chance to do something in the way of 
proving the safety of aircraft, particu- 
larly to that great portion of the pub- 
lic which is interested in private flying 
on a cheaper and more simple basis 
than has prevailed up to now.” 

After serving as an instructor in the 
Army Air Corps during the World 
War, Hawks achieved success in the 
United States and Europe with his 
cross-country flight demonstrations. In 
his new position he will be located in 
Buffalo and this fall and winter he has 
a list of appointments with the aircar 
in many parts of the country. 

Mrs. Love will fly one of the aircars 
on a demonstration tour. She left 
Vassar College in her junior year to 
study aviation professionally. Her hus- 
band, Robert Love, operates a flying 
school and service base at the Boston 
Airport. Mrs. Love will continue to 
make her home in Boston while having 
her office in Buffalo. 


AUSTRALIA 
First Aircraft Company to Begin 
Operations in 6 Months 

Melbourne, Australia, Oct. 4—Com- 
monwealth Aircraft Corporation, Ltd., 
Australia’s first aircraft factory, re- 
cently completed arrangements to be- 
gin production within six months. 

The aircraft and engines produced 
will be for both military and civil use. 
Wing Commander L. J. Wackett has 
arranged for manufacturing licenses 
in Britain and the United States and 
is reported to have engaged several 
engineers in both countries. He stated 
that sample airplanes, engines and 
considerable plant material have al- 
ready arrived and are being installed 
in the new factory. 
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DOUBLING UP 


Airline Pilot Goes to School 
During Layovers 


New Orleans, La., Oct. 4—Steward 
Hopkins, pilot for Chicago and South- 
ern Airlines, is a freshman in Tulane 
University’s college of engineering 
despite the fact that he travels 12,000 
miles a month, is married, and spends 
four times more time in St. Louis 
that he does on the Tulane campus. 

Hopkins has 12-hour layovers in St. 
Louis and during these periods he 
makes up the work for classes he has 
missed. He hopes someday to do test 
work or be field representative for an 
aircraft company and realizes that a 
knowledge of the design and con- 
struction of planes would be necessary. 

“Having plenty of time, I enrolled 
at Tulane,” he said. 








Plan Ocean Resort 
Air Service in 1938 


R. D. Morgan, president of Air 
Service, Inc., operators of Bellanca 
Field, New Castle, Del., has announced 
the improving of its own field two 
miles from the summer resort, Reho- 
beth Beach, Del., and plans for a 
charter service next summer linking 
the resort section with Wilmington, 
Baltimore and Washington. 

Seeding of runways, two of which 
are to be 3,000 feet long and one 2,000 
feet, is going forward this fall and 
it is expected that the field will be in 
excellent condition for the 1938 sum- 
mer season. Mr. Morgan said his 
company has just purchased the field, 
comprising 130 acres. Next summer 
five-passenger Stinson Reliants and a 
Lockheed Electra will be used for the 
charter service and the company hopes 
it can establish a regular scheduled 
service between the beaches and Balti- 
more and Washington. 

Mr. Morgan has also revealed that 
his company has made money during 
the last four years of the seven it 
has been established. Three pilots are 
handling a flying school of more than 
sixty students. Three Taylorcrafts are 
used. Considerable charter service is 
also done by the company. The pilot 
personnel is headed by Chief Pilot 
Holver Hoiriis, who in 1930 was 
knighted in Denmark after having 
crossed the Atlantic flying the Bellanca 
“Liberty.” 


Fire Sweeps Tobin Co. 

San Antonio, Sept. 29—Fire swept 
through the plant of the Edgar Tobin 
Aerial Surveys Co. here last night, 
causing damage estimated at $100,000 
Supplies of films and chemicals in the 
aerial survey offices created dense 
smoke and intense heat that hampered 
the firemen. 


PCA Sets Record 

Pennsylvania-Central Airlines  an- 
nounced on Oct. 2 that 8,165 passen- 
gers had been carried during the 
month of September, breaking the or- 
ganization’s previous record of 7,646 
carried in July. The new record is 
attributed largely to the Cleveland 
Races and the Labor Day week end 


New Braniff Agency 
Kansas City, Mo., Oct. 1—The Ferry 
Hanly Company, advertising agency, 
took over today the Braniff Airways 
advertising account, with Mr. C. C. 
Tucker in charge. Offices are in the 
Fidelity Building. 
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Bogus Reporter Rooks 
TWA For Neat $293 


How bogus newspapermen carrying 
“Press” cards which can be purchased 
for a quarter have rooked some of the 
airlines for passes and money is told in 
Editor & Publisher, the newspaper trade 
weekly, the other day. The paper is 
exposing some of the fake practices in 
an attempt to stem the tide of the 


racket. 
The paper said: 
“A letter from Transcontinental & 


Western Air, Inc., this week related how 
a man posing as a newspaperman with 
a bogus Associated Press reporter's card 
in his possession to strengthen his 
claim entered their offices and cashed 
two checks totalling $293.30. Both 
checks, drawn on a New York bank, 
were returned, the letter said. 

“The man walked into the Philadel- 
phia offices of the airline company and 
asked to talk with the traffic manager. 
When introduced to Louis Marechal, 
trathc representative, he explained that 
he was ‘on an assignment’ and on his 
way to Mexico City. He presented his 
card’ which gave his name as 
Edward Green, and stated that he was 
on the staff of the Associated Press. 

“He was given a ticket to Kansas 
City for a check which he made out for 
$93.50 and travelers’ cheques for $200 
which he made out to the Pennsylvania 
Railroad 


"press 


When the checks were re- 
turned the police were notified. On 
Aug. 16 the American Express Com- 


pany notified the airline company that 
three of the travelers’ cheques, all of 
$10 denominations, had been cashed, 
two in Philadelphia, and a third in 


Mobile, Ala.” 





NEW! UNITED’S 
SLEEPER PLANES 


COAST TO COAST 


a 


None faster...none so fine 


HE NATION salutes Unit- 

ed’s new Douglas-built 
Mainliner sleeper planes... 
now in regular overnight 
service coast-to-coast on 
the “Main Line”—the na- 
tion’s pioneer air-way. 


Leave New York in the 
evening...breakfast in Cali- 
fornia next morning. Sleep 
in full-size berths in air- 
conditioned cabins. Arrive 
fresh—ready for business. 
Fly United—120 million 
miles experience and the 
latest type equipment. 


RESERVATIONS: 
Any United Air Lines Ticket 
Office, Hotels, Travel Bureaus, 
Telegraph Offices 





‘ UNITED AIR LINES - 
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Fagg Appointed Commerce Dean at 
Northwestern; May Leave Soon 


Says He Will Remain at B. A. C. for a Year but 
Friends Say Otherwise; Speculation About 
Timing of Announcement 


Fred D. Fagg, Jr., Director of the 
Bureau of Air Commerce, has been ap- 
pointed dean of the School of Com- 
merce of Northwestern University. 

While it was known that Fagg would 
eventually return to Northwestern, 
where he holds a life appointment, an 
announcement this early was not gen- 
erally expected. 

Fagg told newspapermen that he ex- 
pected to remain in his present position 
until next June, perhaps until the open- 
ing of school next September, but it is 
considered exceedingly doubtful if he 
will remain in Washington that long. 
Usually authoritative sources said Fagg 
would probably clear out by the first 
of the year, perhaps remaining on a 
part-time basis to continue certain types 
of work which he has been pursuing in 
the Bureau. 

He has not resigned his Bureau post 
and has said his stay in Washington was 
up to the Department of Commerce, At 
Northwestern he will fill the vacancy 
caused by the death last February of 
Dr. Ralph E. Heilman. 

Fagg was law professor at North- 
western and founder of the Air Law In- 
stitute. He obtained a leave of absence 
from Northwestern more than a year 
ago, together with Dr. John H. Wig- 
more, to undertake revision and codifica- 
tion of the civil air regulations for the 
Department of Commerce. In March 
he was appointed director of the Bureau 
of Air Commerce to succeed Eugene L. 
Vidal. 

Speculation has already begun as to 
Fagg'’s successor—a popular sport in the 
industry because changes in the Bureau 
have been the order of the day since 
1933. Gill Robb Wilson, director of 
aviation for New Jersey and president 
of the National Association of State 
Aviation Officials, who twice has been 
offered the directorship and who has 
refused both times, is again a leading 
possibility. It is believed on good 
authority that if Wilson is offered the 
post again, he will accept for a one 
or two-year term. 

Considerable speculation has also 
existed as to the timing of the an- 


nouncement from Northwestern. Ordi- 
narily, such announcements are not 
made nearly a year in advance. It is 


known that the announcement was made 
with Fagg’s knowledge, and he must 
be aware of the announcement’'s affect 
within the Bureau of Air Commerce 
itself. 

It is considered probable that the an- 
nouncement was made as a protection 
to Fagg, who has found himself con- 
tinually more harrassed by political bar- 
riers and complications within the 
Bureau. Finding that he did not have 
a free hand, the announcement gives 
him a much stronger position in decid- 
ing matters of policy, for he is free to 
leave whenever he wishes. Fagg has 
a number of devoted and influential 
friends and it is believed they had a 
hand in the advance announcement be- 
cause of a growing belief that the 
Bureau is again going to be in hot 
water publicly and this gives an “out” 
to Fagg before he gets “‘scorched.” 

Friends have pointed out that Fagg 
is a “changed man,” that he entered 
the directorship with enthusiasm, vigor, 
optimism and many plans. They point 
out today that he smiles only occasion- 





ally, that he has lost his congeniality, 
that he has been blocked in many ways 
and has not had a free hand. Fagg 
himself has realized during the past 
three months that he was up against 
problems that eventually would sink 
him. 

His return to Northwestern will not 
mean that Fagg is out of aviation. He 
is planning enlarged air transport 
courses and many other activities and 
he believes he can accomplish much 
more on the university campus than in 
one of the hottest political spots in 
Washington. He has already hired Dr. 
John B. Crane, of Harvard University, 
to teach at the university and now that 
his appointment is assured it is prob- 
able that Fagg will quietly slip from 
under the Bureau’s harness except to 
finish up work he has started. 


C. & S. MEETING 


Amos Culbert Now Exec. Vice-Presi- 
dent of Airline 

St. Louis, Oct. 1—The general offices 
of Chicago and Southern Air Lines 
announced today following the annual 
meeting of the board of directors and 
stockholders that the following officers 
were elected: 

Carleton Putnam, president; Amos 
Culbert, executive vice-president; D. 
D. Walker, vice-president-traffic; Amos 
Culbert, treasurer, and D. D. Walker, 
secretary. The board of directors was 
reelected as follows: Messrs. Putnam, 
Walker, Culbert, Bruce E. Braun, and 
John W. Newey. 

Stockholders approved a_ proposition 
to reduce the cash reserve from $50,000 
to $25,000 and to transfer the balance 
to the capital account for the purchase 
of new equipment when needed. 


OPEN TO PASSENGERS 








French Airline to Congo 
Uses Sikorsky S-43’s 

The French Line announced Sept. 28 
that Aero-Maritime, the national 
French airline, has opened up _ its 
Dakar-Pointe Noire route to the French 
Congo, Africa, for passenger traffic. 
Heretofore only mail and express have 
been carried. A fleet of Sikorsky S-43’s 
is being used on this route, which 
makes the journey from Paris in five 
days. Steamer requires 31 days. 

According to the French Line an- 
nouncement, the American Sikorsky’s 
“have proved to be remarkably sturdy 
and reliable craft, especially in view 
of the fact that they operate in a 
tropical country where changes of 
temperature and severe atmospheric 
conditions put so great a strain on air- 
planes.” 


Dinner For Ward 


New York City, Oct. 12—A dinner 
in honor of Earl Ward, chief of the 
airways operations division of the 
Bureau of Air Commerce, was given 
tonight at the Roosevelt Hotel. James 
E. Webb of the Sperry Gyroscope 
Company, Brooklyn, and Grove Web- 
ster of the Airport Directory Company, 
Hackensack, N. J., were among the 
sponsors. Both men were on the re- 
cent airway traffic control committee. 


Aviation Calendar 


Oct. 16-17—Annual convention, Sports- 
man Pilots’ Association, Atlantic 
City, N. J. 

Oct. 23-24—State-wide air meet, Bur- 
ley, Idaho 

Oct. 24—Dedication of administra- 
tion building, San Francisco Mu- 
nicipal Airport 

Oct. 26—Inaugural flight, Washington- 
Buffalo route, Pennsylvania-Cen- 
tral Airlines 

Oct. 30—Dedication of National Guard 
buildings, Birmingham, Ala. 

Oct. 30-31—Dedication of administra- 
tion building, municipal airport, 
Fresno, Calif. 

Nov. 5—Dedication of McKellar Air- 
port, Johnson City, Tenn. 

Nov. 5-G6—Eastern States Aviation Plan- 
ning Conference, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Nov. 20—Executive meeting, North- 
west Aviation Planning Council, 
Seattle 

Nov. 28-30—Dedication of Peter O. 

Knight Airport, Tampa, Fla. 

1-2—Annual meeting, National 

Association of State Aviation 

Officials, Miami, Fla. 

Dec. 2-5—All American Air Man- 
euvers, Miami, Fla. 

Dec. 17—Opening of new club quar- 
ters, Aero Club of Portland 
(Oregon) 

Jan. 28-Feb. 6—National Aircraft 
Show, Chicago 


PITTSBURGH MEMORIAL 


Would Honor Langley, Rodgers and 
haw 

Pittsburgh, Pa. Oct. 4—The Board 
of Commissioners has authorized the 
Allegheny County Planning Division 
to prepare designs and estimates of 
cost of a suitable memorial to be 
erected at the county airport in honor 
of Pittsburgh’s famous figures in avia- 
tion, according to announcement by 
Dr. John J. McLean, director of the 
airport. 

The memorial would be a fitting 
tribute to Dr. Samuel Pierpont Lang- 
ley who built one of the first heavier- 
than-air flying machines; Galbraith 
Perry Rodgers, who was the first to 
fly from coast to coast, and Col. Wil- 
liam Thaw, one of the organizers of 
the famed Lafayette Escadrille of 
World War activity. 


Air Show at Merced 

Merced, Calif., Oct. 3—A ground 
air show will be held at the Merced 
municipal airport on October 23 and 
24. There will be no stunt flying or 
exhibition air races, according to Dr. 
Max Brannan, chairman of the airport 
advisory committee, but there will be 
displays of new aircraft. Latest mili- 
tary planes are expected also. 


SPA Convention 
The annual convention of the Sports- 
man Pilots’ Association will be held 
October 16 and 17 at Atlantic City, 
according to announcement by Chet 
Warrington of Washington, D. C., na- 
tional secretary. 


N. G. Dedication 
Birmingham, Ala., Oct. 3—The new 
National Guard buildings constructed 
here by WPA will be formally dedi- 
cated with elaborate ceremonies on 
October 30. National officials will be 
present. 


Dec. 





Medical Examiners 
Dr. Harold J. Cooper, 414 P Street, 
Fresno, Calif., and Dr. Henry H. 
Briggs, 101 Hagwood Street, Asheville, 
N. C., have been authorized to act as 
medical examiners for the Bureau of 
Air Commerce. 





DEDICATION POSTPONED 


Tri-City Airport Fete To be Held 
November 5 

Johnson City, Tenn., Oct. 9—Ded- 
ication of McKellar Field, the tri-cities 
airport serving Bristol, Kingsport and 
Johnson City, has been postponed fron 
Oct. 23 to Friday, Nov. 5. 

The postponement was made in orde; 
that Federal officials could be present 
Among those expected are Corrington 
Gill, Assistant Administrator, WPA 
Howard Rough, Assistant Director of 
the Bureau of Air Commerce; Major 
Lester Gardner, secretary, Institute of 
the Aeronautical Sciences; Major A. B 
McMullen, chief, airport section, B. A 
C., Gill Robb Wilson, president of the 
National Association of State Aviation 
Officials, and Col. Edgar S. Gorre! 
president of the Air Transport Associa- 
tion. 


TAMPA DEDICATION 


Peter O. Knight Airport Opening Sei 
for Nov. 28-30 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 1—Tampa wi 
dedicate its $500,000 Peter O. Knigh 
airport and its $130,000 administration 
building on November 28, 29 and 30) 
in connection with a southeastern N 
A. A. meeting, according to announc« 
ment by Sidney C. Brown, president 
of the Tampa N. A. A. chapter. The 
affair will precede by one day th 
annual meeting of the National Ass 
ciation of State Aviation Officials in 
Miami and the All American Ai: 
Maneuvers in that city. 

Elaborate plans are being made for 
the Tampa ceremonies. The airport 
is a combination land and_ seaplane 
port constructed with WPA funds, and 
is now one of the south’s finest 
terminals. Many national  aviatior 
leaders are expected to participate 


FRESNO DEDICATION 


Wallace Beery and Frank Fuller are 
Headliners for Ceremonies 

Fresno, Calif., Oct. 4—Fresno will 
dedicate the new administration build 
ing at Chandler Field Municipal Ai 
port on October 30 and 31. The cer 
monies will also mark completion of 
improvements which include the addi 
tion of fifty acres to the flying field and 
new hard-surfaced runways. Wallacc 
Beery, motion picture star and flyer, 
will be among the 400 aviation leaders 
participating in the two-day show whic! 
will include an aircraft exhibit. 

Frank Fuller, of San Francisco, win 
ner of the Bendix Trophy Race f 
1937, will be present. Congressman 








B. W. Gearhart will speak. Ralph 
Johnson, acrobatic flyer, and Miss 
Evelyn Hudson, who recently estab- 


lished an endurance record, will b 


featured in the program. 


CUBS TO MIAMI 





Three Convoy Wings to Fly to Air 
Maneuvers in December 
Preparations are under way for tl« 
10th Miami All American Air Ma- 
neuvers to be held at Miami Dec. 2 

to 5 inclusive. 

The Taylor Aircraft Company, Lock 
Haven, Pa., has announced its 2nd 
annual Cub Convoy, scheduled to leave 
northern cities for arrival in Miami 
en masse on the first day of the meet 
Some forty sportplanes participated 
last year and this year the compan) 
expects to have at least a hundred 
One wing will leave Lock Haven, a1- 
other leave Maine, and a third wing 
will originate in Chicago, with all 
three joining together at Jacksonville 
or Orlando. 
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American 


NLRB Certifies UAW Union as 


Bargaining Agent at Northrop 


Labor Board Hands Down Decision Oct. 9 Giving 
United Automobile Workers Full Rights 
for Collective Dickering 


Che National Labor Relations Board 
certified on Oct. 9 in Washington that 
Local No. 229 of the United Auto- 
mobile Workers of America has been 
lesignated by a majority of the em- 
loyees of Northrop Corporation, El 
Segundo, Calif., as their exclusive 
ollective horgaining representative 

The NLRB announced that the fol- 
lowing are excluded from the _ bar- 
gaining unit: general office and other 
ofice and clerical employees wherever 
located; those classified as executives, 
supervisors, and assistant supervisors; 
all employees in Departments 21 
(factory superintendent's office), 18 
engineering, 3 stores, 12 accounting, 
payroll, timekeeping and cost; 23 
purchasing, 31 shipping; and exclusive 
of all those in Department 25 (gen- 
eral maintenance). 

The Board's order is applicable to 
the Northrop Corp., and its successors 
and assigns. 

The case came before the Board 
on April 26 of this year when Local 
229 filed a petition alleging that a 
question affecting commerce had 
arisen concerning the representation of 
production employees of the company. 
On May 14 the Board ordered the 
regional director to conduct an in- 
vestigation and provide for an appro- 
priate hearing. 

The hearing was held in Los An- 
geles on June 14-19, before Trial 
Examiner Rollin McNitt. After exam- 
ning the record in the matter, the 
Board issued a direction of election 
on Aug. 3. Subsequently, the company 
and the Aircraft Workers’ Union, a 
plant union, petitioned the Federal 
District Court for a preliminary in- 
junction to stay the holding of the 
election It was denied by the court 
m Aug. 18. The election went for- 
ward with the following results: 

For the United Automobile Work- 
ers, Local 229, 481; for the Aircraft 
Workers’ Union, Local No. 1, 138. 
There were 74 challenged votes. A 
total of 696 ballots were cast out of 
897 eligible votes. Three ballots were 
blank or void. 

It is upon the entire record in 
the case and the results of the elec- 
tion that the Board has certified the 
U. A. W. Local as the exclusive bar- 
gaining agent for the workers,” the 
announcement said. 

Started in January 

The Northrop labor situation had 

origin last January when the 

A. W. members began an organi- 

tion drive among employees. A 

sit-down strike of a day and a 
was held on Feb. 25 and 26. 
K. Northrop, president of the 
npany, which is now wholly-owned 
the Douglas Aircraft Corp., agreed 
onsider an agreement with the 
union at that time, and the latter 
withdrew charges filed with the Board. 
The company on March 10 decided to 
sponsor an election to determine 
which organization its employees de- 
sired 

Che difficulties encountered when 
employers sponsor or conduct elec- 
tions are illustrated here,” the Board 
pointed out. The Union objected to 
the inclusion of the clerical and engi- 
neering employees and there was no 
one who could authoritatively deter- 
mine the extent of the appropriate 


bargaining unit, or the eligibility of 
voters, and all employees were al- 
lowed to cast ballots. Consequently, 
the union refused to participate ofh- 
cially. Since the company sponsored 
this election, it cannot be decisive of 
any of the issues.” 

The results of the company election 
showed 689 votes for the union, 338 
votes for the Northrop Employees 
Association, and 48 votes for the 
unions affiliated with the A. F. of L. 
The A. W. U. was organized April 10. 

Agreement Signed 

On March 15, as a result of the 
majority secured in this election, the 
company signed an agreement with 
the union in which it recognized it 
as the chosen representative of its 
members. A month later, the union 
asked the company to recognize it as 
the sole bargaining agency. This the 
company refused to do, maintaining 
that the agreement was binding, and 
that it prevented the union from mak- 
ing any claim other than that of 
representing its own members. The 
latter countered that it had been un- 
aware of the fact that it might have 
demanded sole bargaining rights be- 
fore the contract was signed. 

At this the NLRB was asked to 
come into the picture and it held that 
the National Labor Relations Act, and 
not an agreement, was the sole guid- 
ing determination. The Board nar- 
rowed down the bargaining unit to 
include only the production workers, 
excluding all those whose work and 
interests are different from those of 
the production workers. 

Chief customers of Northrop are the 
Army Air Corps, the Navy Dept., the 
Bristol Airplane Co., England; the 
Swedish Air Board, and the Argen- 
tine Government. The company’s busi- 
ness in 1936 approximated $2,500,000, 
with 110 planes produced. The pro- 
duction schedule for 1937 is 150 
planes. The company ranks about 
tenth in the aircraft manufacturing 
business. 


Johnson’s Mother Dies 
The mother of Col. J. Monroe John- 


son, Assistant Secretary of Commerce, 
died at her home in South Carolina 
on October 7. Colonel Johnson re- 
turned to his desk on October 11 


cc, 


The rate adjustment hearing of 
Chicago and Southern Air Lines was 
held Oct. 4, 5 and 6 before the air mail 
bureau of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. Hearings are now com- 
plete and decision may be expected 
in a few months. 

Oral arguments on Air Mail Dockets 
18 and 22, the petition of American 
Airlines for off-line service between 
Detroit and Cincinnati and Detroit and 
Indianapolis, will be heard Oct. 18. An 
examiner’s report released May 27 re- 
commended the petition be denied as 
contrary to the Air Mail Act of 1934. 
The petition was filed last November 
and hearings held Feb. 4 and 5, 1937. 
The line requested further considera- 
tion of its case. 

Hearings on the rate adjustment case 
of North American Aviation (Eastern 
Air Lines), Air Mail Docket 28, will be 
held October 25. 

The I. C. C. has received an applica- 
tion for rate adjustment from Con- 
tinental Air Lines but no date for hear- 
ing has been set, 


Aviation for October 15, 


1937 





AERO FLASH 


Pan Am Boys Think Up Some 
New Ones 








Cristobal, Canal Zone, Sept. 28— 
‘Now, Joe, if my wife has a boy, add 
an ‘N’ to your license number mes- 
sage, and if it’s a girl, add a ‘C’. 

So Pan American Airways’ airport 
manager here arranged with Clipper 
Ship captain to get a quick flash on 
the arrival of his firstborn. 

The manager's wife had gone to 
Miami for hospitalization. Joe was 
scheduled to take the Clipper off on its 
regular Miami-Cristobal run this morn- 
ing. He kept calling the hospital, but 
there was no news. Just before he was 
about to take off a dispatcher rushed 
to the pier with the news that a baby 
girl had just been born. 

A few seconds later this radiogram 
was sent across the Caribbean: 

“From Miami, NCC16375 out on 


time—all’s well.” 


Personals 

Pilot Clement Mitchell, Jr., of Ameri- 
can Airlines and Ada Lee McHenry, 
stewardess for the same line, were mar- 
ried recently in Chicago. 

Martin B. Cahill, copilot for North- 
west Airlines, and Mary Perdue, United 
Air Lines stewardess, announced their 
engagement recently. They plan to be 
married late this month. Miss Perdue 
is the thirty-fifth United Air Lines 
stewardess to resign this year to be- 
come a bride. 

William P. Southmayd resigned last 
month as Montana traffic manager for 
Western Air Express. Southmayd leaves 
air traffic work after more than two 
years of service in the traffic depart- 
ment of National Parks Airways, opera- 
tions of which were merged with those 
of WAE Aug. 1. 

Dick Reed, Yakima, Wash. flyer, has 
sold his interest in Western Airlines, 
Inc., to Gene Schultz and will devote 
his time to selling airplanes in the 
northwest. 

Harry Clark has been named as man- 
ager of the Ely, Nevada, airport. He 
will have charge of the newly con- 
structed field and hangar. 

Blake Ramsey, senior operator for 
American Airlines, began work Sept. 18 
as radio operator for Western Air Ex- 
press at Salt Lake City. 

Don Philip, American Airlines pilot, 
and Virginia Paul, United Air Lines’ 
stewardess, were married recently at 
Cincinnati. 


10 YEARS’ SERVICE 


Twelve American Airlines Employees 
Merit Awards 

Twelve American Airlines em- 
ployees out of the 2,000 now em- 
ployed by the company wear the ten- 
year service emblems, the company 
has announced. Each of the twelve 
began working for American or one 
of its predecessor companies back in 
1927 or beyond. 

They are: Helen E. Bardon, chief 
operator, New York; L. A. Bastian, 
senior mechanic, St. Louis; Maryon 
G. Beard, chief test pilot, Chicago; 
G. K. Griffin, assistant to vice presi- 
dent of operations, Chicago; B. W. 
Groth, master mechanic, maintenance, 
Chicago; Paul Moore, chief mechanic, 
El Paso; G. M. Norman, senior me- 
chanic, maintenance, Chicago; G. T. 
Rutledge, station manager, St. Louis; 
Warren R. Vine, chief pilot, Memphis 
base; Frank Ware, maintenance super- 
visor, Fort Worth; C. N. Wilcox, 
master mechanic, Fort Worth; Wil- 
liam Littlewood, vice president in 
charge of engineering, Chicago. 

Five came into the present Ameri- 
can Airlines via Robertson Aircraft, 
three through Fairchild, two through 
Embr::e-Riddle, and one each through 
Contirental and Braniff-Universal. 


FLAT TIRE IN AIR, 
HAS SAFE LANDING 


American Airlines Pilot Kent Brings 
Full Passenger Load to Ground 
With Skill 
Newark, N. J., Oct. 7—An American 
Airlines DC-3, carrying 21 passengers 
and a crew of three was brought safely 
to earth at Newark Airport yesterday 
afternoon despite a flat tire on the 
right wheel. Roscoe V. Kent was the 
pilot and William E. Hinton the co- 

pilot. 

The plane was enroute from Chicago 
to New York via Detroit and Buffalo. 
Shortly after leaving the latter port, 
Hinton heard a loud report and dis- 
covered that the 44-inch balloon tire 
had blown out. It is not certain what 
caused the blowout in the air, but one 
official stated that the expansion of the 
air due to the reduced pressure of 
altitude may have been responsible. It 
is the first time this has ever happened, 
according to company officials. 

Miss Mary Jo Anastasia, stewardess, 
adjusted the passengers’ safety belts 
and used overcoats, blankets and pil- 
lows as padding. Meanwhile co-pilot 
Hinton had radioed Newark of their 
predicament and by the time the plane 
circled the field there were five fire 
engines, three ambulances, two police 
emergency trucks, two police patrol 
wagons and four radio cars on hand 
Six firemen had donned asbestos suits 
in case the plane burned 

Kent came in from the northwest, 
flattened out, and raised his right wing 
slightly so that only the left wheel hit. 
He applied the left brake immediately 
and the right wheel hit when the plane 
had slowed to about 40 miles an hour. 
In a few hundred feet more the plane 
stopped safely. 

Kent, who has been with American 
Airlines for seven years, has 7,800 
hours in the air. He has been on the 


same run for four years 


HEINIGER TO C. & S. 


Vonnegat Promoted and Shifted to 
St. Louis Base 

St. Louis, Oct. 9—Lyle A. Brook- 
over, general sales manager of Chi- 
cago and Southern Air Lines, Inc., 
announced today the appointment of 
Ralph Heiniger, of the TWA traffic 
office in New York, as the new dis- 
trict traffic manager of C. & S. for 
Chicago 

He also announced that F. J. Bixler, 
formerly district traffic manager in 
Chicago for Northwest Airlines, has 
become a district traffic manager for 
the line. 

Frank F. Vonnegat, who has been 
in the Chicago office in charge of 
public relations and sales, is to move 
to the St. Louis headquarters as assist- 
ant general sales manager. 


Study Airport Sites 

Las Vegas, New Mexico, Sept. 14— 
Chas. P. Trumbull, president of the 
Las Vegas-San Miguel Chamber of 
Commerce, has appointed a committee 
of three to study potential airport 
sites or obtain definite information on 
the present port east of the city. The 
field used now is alleged unsafe in its 
present condition. Chas. Trumbull, F. 
J. Wesner, E. A. Turner, Dayton Dal- 
bey, Paul Odor, Alfred Rogers, Lud- 
wig Ilfeld, Edward Comstock, Nathan 
Jaffa, Frank Condon, A. C. Erb, Al- 
fred Meyers, William Springer, W. S. 
Jenks, Frank Vaughn and George Gif- 
ford attended last night's meeting. 
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Instrument Approach Systems to be 
Installed by Airlines Within 6 Mos. 


Major airlines will be making instru- 
ment approaches at the larger terminals 
during the winter of 1939, and within 
five years will be making complete in- 
strument landings, according to Russell 
Cunningham, chief of communications 
for United Air Lines. 

Cunningham was in Washington 
October 7-9 with D. C. McRae, of 
Eastern Air Lines; F. G. Flynn, of 
American Airlines, and J. C. Franklin, 
of TWA, conferring with Bureau of 
Air Commerce officials about installa- 
tion of instrument landing equipment. 
They were joined in the conferences by 
Paul Goldsborough, president of Aero- 
nautical Radio, Inc. 

“We came to ask the Bureau of 
Air Commerce what its feeling would 
be if the airlines installed instrument 
landing equipment immediately at its 
own expense,” Cunningham said. ‘The 
Bureau has told us that if it is to 
install the equipment and operate it, 
an Act of Congress will be necessary 
to change the existing law. 

“The airlines have decided that they 
should not wait until the Bureau gets 
the law changed because the pilots be- 
lieve an instrument landing system that 
is practicable and useable is here now 
and it should be in use. 

“In the ultimate, everyone is agreed 
that whatever instrument landing sys- 
tem is finally installed, it should be 
installed and operated by one agency, 
and that agency is the Bureau of Air 
Commerce. But the Bureau knows and 
we know that it is going to take quite 


.recently demonstrated. 


some time for it to change the law, 
draw up specifications, advertise for 
bids and install the equipment. 

“Our present plans are to have in- 
strument landing systems installed at 
the airlines’ expense at ten or twelve 
airports so that we «an go ahead and 
train our pilots and at the same time 
eliminate any remaining bugs that may 
be in the various systems. We know 
we have the right elements for such a 
system. 

“We have not asked the Bureau to 
take over the equipment we _ install 
now. We are not asking for any 
changes in flight regulations, Appar- 
ently the Bureau is only too glad to 
have the lines move forward. We can 
be fully equipped in six months and 
by spring we can start pilot training 
with a whole summer ahead before 
actually starting to use the system the 
following winter. 

“It is not correct yet to say that we 
have an instrument landing system. It 
is an approach system, which we can 
use for low ceilings and then perhaps 
in two to five years we can really make 
complete instrument landings. It will 
require time to train pilots and to 
educate the public.” 


Mr. Cunningham said the system 
agreed upon by the airlines does not 
require the use of the automatic pilot, 
as in the case of the Army system 
Thus it will 
be useable by transients who do not 
have automatic pilots. 


Wash. Airport Row Continues; A-A 
Plans Transfer to Bolling Field 


The Bureau of Air Commerce con- 
ducted a secret conference on October 7 
with airline operators, pilots and air- 
port officials regarding the immediate 
future of Washington-Hoover Airport. 
Purpose of the conference was to de- 
termine whether the restrictions now in 
effect should be continued, lifted in 
part, or extended. 

Most important result was announce- 
ment by American Airlines that it is 
planning to transfer its operations from 
Washington-Hoover Airport to the 
Army's Bolling Field. 

Pennsylvania Central Airlines indi- 
cated that if American moves to Bol- 
ling, it will follow suit even though the 
present restrictions at Washington- 
Hoover do not effect that line’s Boeing 
247-D's. 

Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, general 
manager of Eastern Air Lines, presented 
a petition signed by five of that line's 
first pilots urging that restrictions con- 
fining operations of Douglas DC-2’s to 
the long runway be lifted. 

Following this petition, David L. 
Behncke, president of the Air Line 
Pilots Association, read a_ petition 
signed by 32 Eastern Air Line pilots, 
stating that they considered the re- 
strictions necessary and urging in the 
interests of safety that all airline opera- 
tions be transferred to Bolling Field. 
Names of pilots were not given. 

Chief Pilot Neal of Penn Central 
stated that Penn Central pilots consider 
the present airport safe. Behncke then 
read a resolution introduced at the 
1936 Air Line Pilots Association con- 
vention by a representative of Penn 
Central, declaring the field unsafe. 

Behncke stated that the association 
will continue to insist that all opera- 
tions be transferred to Bolling. 

Others present at the session were 


Howard P. Rough, assistant director 
of the Bureau; Ralph S. Damon, vice- 
president-operations, of American Air- 
lines, and Sam Solomon, manager of 
Washington-Hoover Airport. 


Largest A. C. School 

San Antonio, Texas, Oct. 5—The 
Air Corps Primary Flying School at 
Randolph Field here recently an- 
nounced that 60 additional flying 
cadets will be enlisted. This will bring 
the school’s total to 275, the largest 
enrollment in history. At present 
there are approximately 210 planes at 
the field, including old type training 
ships. New machines are being added 
regularly. 


Move Pilots Around 

Cheyenne, Oct. 2—Fifty of United 
Air Lines’ pilots are being temporarily 
transferred from their regular routes, 
it was revealed here yesterday. The 
transfers are being made to familiarize 
pilots with territories other than those 
over which they usually cruise. After 
the familiarization period, pilots will 
return to their regular runs. 


Poor Sam 


Fowler W. “Sam” Barker, secretary 
of the Air Transport Association, has 
returned to his Chicago office from a 
vacation in England. Before leaving 
for a long-needed rest, Barker made the 
remark that “I don't even want to see 
an airplane until I get back.” He woke 
up the first morning in his stéteroom 
on a cabin boat bound for Englaad and 
found a Douglas DC-3 being exported 
for K. L. M, crated up right outside 
his window. 


American Aviation for October 15, 1937 


Airplane Forces Out 


Alaska River Boats 


Anchorage, Alaska, Sept. 28—Cap- 
tain William E. Austin, veteran river 
boat pilot, is going to take up fox 
farming, Why? Because the airplane 
has taken away so much of his busi- 
ness that it no longer pays to operate. 

Austin has operated a boat on the 
Susitna and Yentna rivers for the past 
14 years, carrying freight and supplies 
for trappers and others residing in 
that area. He was awarded the first 
mail contract ever let in Anchorage 
for waterborne mail. 

“The airplane has cut in on the 
business gradually and today there 
isn’t enough to keep the boat running 
on a paying basis,” Captain Austin 
said today after completing his last 
run. 


El Paso-Mexico City 
Route Starts Oct. 21 


El Paso, Texas, Oct. 1—An air mail, 
passenger and express service between 
El Paso and Mexico City is to be 
inaugurated October 21 by the Lineas 
Aereas Mineras, S. A., according to 
announcement by Gordon S. Barry, 
Mazatlan, president and general man- 
ager of the company. 

Barry said the tentative schedule 
called for south-bound trips Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and north- 
bound trips Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. He said six single-motored 
Lockheed Vegas will be placed in 
service, with a change made to bi- 
motored ships later on. Barry's com- 
pany has been operating in Mexico 
for four years with headquarters at 
Mazatlan. 

Stops will be made at Chihuahua, 
Parral, Torreon, and Leon, the flight 
schedule being eight hours. Connec- 
tions will be made at Durango with 
the company’s branch lines. Planes 
will land at El Paso Municipal Air- 
port. 


Discuss Field Expansions 


Fullerton, Calif., Sept. 10—The Ful- 
lerton Chamber of Commerce today 
discussed the possibility of expansion 
of the Municipal Airport by acquiring 
the 23 acres immediately west of the 
field after it had been reported that 
the owner had offered the land at rea- 
sonable price. The airport committee 
headed by Gurman Hoppe and includ- 
ing Karl Hollingsworth, H. A. Krause, 
W. N. Rollo and Harry F. Smith are 
investigating the matter. 


ALASKA AIRMOTIVE 





Concern Triples Size in Year; 
Services Russian Planes 

Fairbanks, Alaska, Sept. 30—One 
of the busiest concerns in Fairbanks js 
the Alaska Airmotive Service. This 
service has more than tripled in size 
since its establishment a little more 
than a year ago. At present a new 
addition, to be used exclusively for 
the repair and overhaul of aircraft 
propellers, is being built to the large 
plant. Alaska Airmotive is equipped 
with a new balancing stand, propeller 
surface plates, and a flex shaft and 
offers complete service for propellers. 

The concern was established 
serve local independent flyers but as- 
sumed wide importance with the Rus- 
sian flights to the United States over 
the North Pole. The Soviet govern- 
ment appointed Alaska Airmotive 
service representative for the Russian 
planes at Fairbanks. Jimmie Mattern 
and other famous flyers have also been 
serviced here. 

The officers of the company are 1 
E. Hoffman, president; Clyde G 
Armistead, vice president; and Mrs 
Elsie D. Schrank, secretary-treasurer, 
The five technicians and mechan 
employed by the service are all resi- 
dents of Fairbanks. 


NAME INSPECTORS 
Twenty-seven Men Added to B.A.C. 
Inspection Service 
Richard S. Boutelle, chief of the 
general inspection service of the 
Bureau of Air Commerce, announced 
on Sept. 20 that twenty-seven new 
aeronautical inspectors have recently 
been appointed to his section. More 

may be added later. 

The new inspectors are: 
Aeronautical: R. O. Lindsay, Ernest 
S. Hensley, Charles S. O'Brien, Allen 
P. Bourdon, John H. Connelly, William 
M. Hutchins, Glynne M. Jones, Richard 
J. Laughlin, Oliver C. LeBoutillier, 
Albert B. Meyer, Daniel Moulton, 
Willis G. Tyson and Glenn L. Brown 

Junior Aeronautical: Burton B 
Lien, Vaughn R. McNulty, James W 
Shipp, Thomas L. Gates, William M 
Berry, Burleigh Putnam, Jr., Gordon 
R. Matthews, William S. Elliott. 

Factory: E. A. Johnson, Kenneth E 
Johnson, W. R. Corey, J. R. Horton, 
Harry C. Sine, and Edward M. Hud- 
low. 

J. B. Jaynes, chief of the domestic 
airline inspection service, said a number 
of new airline maintenance inspectors 
are being added but that his staff will 
not finally be completed for several 
more months. 








EPRESENTATIVES FOR. Aircraft 
. Airplane Fabrics and Tapes. Air 


Tubing, Sheet Steet and Bar Stock, Dopes 
Fishes: Control Gable and Pulley: 
Transparent Sheet ing, Aircraft 










-_ treries, Electrical and Ignition Cable, Aircrat 
ish » Hydraulic Flap . 


and all basic aircraft materials 
AIR ASSOCIATES, Inc 


1100 alway 
CMICACO. 1 GAENDALE, CALIF 
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Roper Legislative Com. Starts 
Hearings; Industry Puzzled 


Star Chamber Sessions to Last Through Month, 
Supposedly to Survey and Analyze All 
Pending Aviation Legislation 


Not the least surprising move in 
Washington in recent weeks was the 
announcement without benefit of ad- 
vance build-up by Secretary of Com- 
merce Roper that at the suggestion of 
President Roosevelt he was naming an 
interdepartmental committee to study 
all aviation legislation proposed during 
the past year or two, apparently for the 
purpose of recommending an adminis- 
tration policy. 

All of a sudden the _ interdepart- 
mental committee began holding star 
chamber hearings, inviting leaders of 
various phases of aviation. First wit- 
nesses heard were Gill Robb Wilson, 
director of aviation for New Jersey, 
speaking for the National Association 
of State Aviation Officials of which he 
is president, and Grover Loening, aero- 
nautical adviser to the U. S. Mari- 
time Commission. Hearings are being 
held twice a week all during this 
month. 

On the committee are Col. J. Mon- 
roe Johnson, Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce, who is chairman; R. Wal- 
ton Moore, Assistant Secretary of State; 
Stephen B. Gibbons, Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; Harllee Branch, 
Second Assistant Postmaster General: 
Charles Edison, Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy, and Louis Johnson, Assist- 
ant Secretary of War. 

Among those scheduled to be heard 
are Col. Edgar S. Gorrell, president of 
the Air Transport Association, and 
Leighton Rogers, president of the Aero- 
nautical Chamber of Commerce. No 
individual airline or manufacturing 
executives are being heard, although an 
opportunity is apparently being given 
to the spokesmen for every group in 
the industry. 

Both the Air Line Pilots Association 
and the Interstate Airways Committee 
were extended invitations but each of 
these groups apparently decided not to 
appear, feeling that there is sufficient 
data and comment on record at various 
Congressional committees. 

There have been recurring rumors 
that the committee is making a “‘face- 
saving” effort to buck the McCarran- 
Lea Air Carrier bill now pending in 
Congress, and that an administration 
legislative bill will in all likelihood 
be a result of the committee’s efforts. 
However, this is not at all certain at 
the present moment of writing. Fred 
D. Fagg, Jr., director of the Bureau of 
Air Commerce, who is secretary to the 
committee, was especially non-com- 
mittal about the hearings but indicated 
that the committee was only “an ex- 
periment” at  interdepartmental  co- 
ordination and that no legislative pro- 
posals were in mind. This attitude has 
been substantiated by others observing 
the progress of the hearings. 

When the committee’s existence was 
made public, the general feeling was 
that “Mv God. another aviation hear- 
ing.” The industrv has had plenty of 
them. The Howell Commission made 
the biggest fuss with sound recom- 
mendations—but the recommendations 
were promptly buried and forgotten 
about. 

One point in favor of the belief that 
no legislative proposal will be made is 
the curions composition of the com- 
mittee. The Post Office and the De- 
partment of Commerce have definite 
Stakes in aviation and neither wants to 


lose anything it now has. The State 
Department does not coincide at all 
with the Commerce Department's views 
on foreign air commerce. Just why the 
two military branches were brought in 
to discuss civil aviation’s legislative 
problems is difficult to explain, except 
that it is known that they are cooperat- 
ing on some constructive interdepart- 
mental co-ordination which will benefit 
everyone all around. 

The intense opposition which the in- 
dustry voiced immediately following 
Secretary Roper’s announcement was 
made has to some extent subsided when 
it became known that the hearings 
were not extensive. Actually, the com- 
mittee has no authority whatsoever as 
far as legislation is concerned, although 
since 1933 some have wondered if 
Congress was still the legislative body 
or whether all such activities had been 
shifted westward to the neighborhood 
of Pennsylvania Avenue and West 
Executive Drive. 

At this writing, everyone seems to 
be just waiting until the hearings close 
down to find out what they were all 
about. Although everyone in Washing- 
ton connected with aviation seems to 
have a definite idea of what it's all 
about, no two ideas seem to coincide 
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$200,000 Per Name 

A couple of airline boys were 
chinning the usual chit-chat after 
the fourth or fifth had gone the 
way of all good Scotch and the 
subject turned to the most beauti- 
ful administration buildings in the 
country. 

“Why at New Orleans we've got 
a building so sumptuous that an 
engineer figured up that the cost 
of removing Abe Shushan’s name 
from the marble, stone, gold and 
including the door knobs would 
cost $200,000 alone. That's what 
we have down there.” 

“Boy you've got something,’ 
said the other. “Taking one guy's 
name off that building costs more 
than it took to build Washington- 
Hoover Airport all put together.” 











N.A.A. CONVENTION 
Fred C. Crawford Mentioned as 1938 
President 


The annual convention of the Na- 


tional Aeronautic Association is to be 
held in Cleveland in November or 
December. Nominations for state 


governors of the association are being 
made up to Oct. 

Prominent candidate for N. A. A. 
president for 1938 is understood to be 
Fred C. Crawford, president of Thomp- 
son Products, Inc., who has been vice- 
president this year. Mr. Crawford's 
home is in Cleveland. It is understood 
that Mr. Crawford is not seeking the 
job himself but that a campaign has 


been organized for his election. 
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Rearwin Speedster Announced—Two 


Place High Wing Cabin Monoplane 


Rearwin Airplanes has announced the 
completion of flight tests and the grant- 
ing of an A.T.C. to the Speedster, a 
high wing cabin monoplane seating two 
people in tandem. The plane will be 
available powered either with a Men- 
asco C4 of 125 hp. or a Menasco C4S 
of 150 hp. 

Due to the use of an inverted, inline 
motor, the engine is cowled into the 
ship so that forward visibility is 
greatly improved and speed in gained. 
Top speed with the 125 hp. motor is 
150 miles an hour and with the super- 
charged engine, 163 miles an hour 
With 34 gallon capacity wing tanks, 
the Speedster’s cruising range is 550 
miles. 

The fuselage is of welded chrome 
steel tubing, fabric covered, while the 
front part of the cabin, seats, and all 
cowling are of aluminum. The wings 
are built of spruce spars and leading 
and trailing edges are of duraluminum 
Tail surfaces are of welded steel tubing 
and welded sheet steel, fabric covered. 
The stabilizer is adjustable from either 
seat and is operated by means of a 
jack screw system in the rear of the 
fuselage. 

The landing gear has a 72-inch tread 
and is fully inclosed by aluminum 
fairing so that no wires or other 
sources of drag can reduce the plane's 
speed. The tail wheel is a Goodyear 
streamline, full swiveling with a_hy- 
draulic oil and spring shock absorber 

No mechanical fuel pump is needed 
because of the gas tanks’ location in 
the wings. Front and rear outlets 
from each tank guarantee a constant 
flow of fuel, nose up or down. 

In the cabin, two sliding windows 
provide ventilation and effective in- 


sulation prevents extremes in tempera- 
Fifty pounds of baggage can be 


ture. 


stowed away in twe compartments, one 
of which is placed under the rear seat. 


Standard equipment includes air 
speed indicator, compass, altimeter, 
tachometer, oil pressure gauge, oil 
temperature gauge, switch, two fuel 


Howard Hughes Gets 
New Sikorsky S-43 


New York, Oct. 1—Howard 
Hughes, sportsman-pilot who holds 
the transcontinental speed record, yes- 
terday took delivery on a twin- 
motored Sikorsky S-43 amphibian. 

Hughes flew the plane from the 
factory at Bridgeport, Conn., to Floyd 
Bennett Field. While practicing land- 
ings, one of the tires blew out, but 
no further damage was done. 

The ship is equipped with addi 
tional gas tanks in the cabin so that 
its total capacity is approximately 
2000 gallons. This is said to be in 
preparation for a round-the-world 
flight next year, but Hughes refused 
to comment. 


Movies via Braniff 
Oklahoma City, Oct. 4—Dana Bible, 
head coach of the University of Texas, 
has signed a contract with Air Express 
by which the transportation company 
transports moving pictures of football 
games via Braniff Airways to Kansas 
City where the films are developed and 
rushed by a returning plane to Austin 
for showing to the assembled football 
squad on Mondays following games 
By the use of the movies, Bible thus 
makes his efforts preparing for the next 

Saturday's game more effective. 


Air Mail Week 

Raleigh, N. C., Oct. 10—North 
Carolina begins an intensive air mail 
week tomorrow with an air mail 
cachet being picked up at Kitty Hawk, 
scene of the first heavier-than-air flight 
in 1903. Flight cachets will be picked 
up in forty-nine North Carolina cities 
to demonstrate the value of air mail. 
All postmasters and civic officials’ are 
cooperating. 





kit, dual controls, brakes, fire extin 
guisher, tail wheel, first aid kit, door 
lock, upholstered cabin, luggage com- 
partments, engine manual. Special 
equipment includes navigation lights, 
special instruments, starter, et al. pro 





gauges, cushions and seat backs, tool peller and battery. 
REARWIN SPEEDSTER 
6000M 6000MS 
125 h.p. C4 150 h.p. C4S 

Menasco Menasco 
Wing Span ..... 32 ft. 32 ft 
Length Overall ....... 22 ft. 2 in. 22 ft. 2 in. 
Height Overall 6 ft. 8 in 6 ft. 8 in. 
Wing Area ...... 143.2 sq. ft 143.2 sq. ft. 


Power Landing 
Wing Loading 
Empty Weight 
Useful Load 
Pay Load 
Gross Weight 

Fuel Capacity Sree 
Oil Capacity ...... 
Maximum Speed 
Cruising Speed 
Landing Speed 
Rate of Climb 
Cruising Range 





11.88 lbs. sq. ft 


150 miles per hour 
130 miles per hour 
48 miles per hour 

800 ft. per min 


13.6 lbs. h.p 
11.88 lbs. sq. ft. 


1070 lbs 1085 lbs 
630 lbs 615 lbs 
220 Ibs. 220 lbs 
1700 lbs 1700 lbs 


34 gallons 
2.5 gallons 2.5 gallons 
163 miles per hour 
142 miles per hour 
48 miles per hour 
1000 ft. per min. 


550 miles 550 miles 











The Rearwin Speedster 
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L. A. Finally Buys Mines Field; 
Airlines to Move There Later On 


American Aviation for October 15, 1937 


City Pays Terrific Price as Result of 99-Year 
Lease; Federal Agencies to Spend $1,240,000 
on Needed Improvements 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3—The City of 
Los Angeles has finally completed pur- 
chase of the Municipal Airport, known 
as Mines Field, and has launched plans 
which will eventually bring to this air- 
port the major airlines operating into 
the city. 

Under a 99-year lease, the city has 
been paying $130,000 rent per year 
without actually having title to the 
land. The existence of a lease has pre- 
vented expenditure of Federal funds 
for improvements, and also represented 
the largest airport rental being paid 
over a long period of time by any city 
for a municipal field. 

With the signing of two city or- 
dinances by Mayor Frank L. Shaw, it 
is expected that the Federal govern- 
ment will spend something like $1,- 
240,000 for improvements. Apparently 
the Bureau of Air Commerce is sup- 
porting Mines Field as the terminal 
point in this district. On September 
30 the city council appropriated $250,- 
000 from the Permanent Improvement 
Fund as a down payment on the field. 

For eight years the city will pay 
$254,000, the ninth year $243,000, and 
the tenth year $123,000. For the nom- 
inal sum of $10 each the city will get 
a deed to 480 acres from James R. and 
Pauline E. Martin and to 180 acres 
from the Los Angeles Extension 
Company. 

The Security-First National Bank 
assumes certain bonds and mortgages 
and all payments from now on will 
be made from the city to the bank. 

Under the present lease arrangement 
the city is committed to rentals for 
forty-one more years. It is estimated, 
according to The Los Angeles Times, 
that in this time the city will pay out 
$6,141,800, and will own nothing in 
the end. The purchase plan will aggre- 
gate $2,692,162, it is stated. 

With the purchase of Mines Field, 
several major airlines are looking for- 
ward to moving to the field at some 
future date. Transcontinental and West- 
ern Air, Inc., is definitely planning to 
make the move with delivery of its 
four-engined Boéing planes, while 
American Airlines will move when de- 
livery is made of the Douglas DC-4’s. 
United probably will also move at a 
later date. 

Meanwhile Glendale and Burbank 
are steaming at the prospect of losing 
patronage from Grand Central Ter- 
minal and Burbank terminals, charging 
politics and wastage of public funds. 

AMERICAN AVIATION has received 
the following statement from C. R. 
Smith, president of American Airlines, 
made at the magazine's request: 

“Both Burbank and Glendale have 
airports which are suitable for the pres- 
ent type of equipment, but equipment 
is constantly getting larger and the 
requirements of the business are con- 
stantly becoming more exact. We be- 
lieve that the airports at Glendale and 
Burbank will not for long serve the 
requirements of the industry and that 
a larger and better equipped air field 
should be developed in the vicinity of 
Los Angeles. Mines Field seems to 
offer the best possibility, for it is down 
near the coast and away from moun- 
tain ranges. It also offers good ap- 
proaches and with the proper develop- 
ment program should be made an 
outstanding airport. 


“The airport now has no_hard- 
surfaced runways and the hangar and 
administration building facilities are in- 
adequate for scheduled operations. For 
that reason we are not planning to 
move our operations to Mines Field at 
the present time, but we are doing all 
that we can to encourage the City of 
Los Angeles to develop Mines Field as 
an outstanding air transport field.” 

The Bureau plans to move the radio 
beacon now at Van Nuys to Mines 
Field. This is an aftermath of several 
crashes in the Los Angeles area last 
winter. 


Dr. B. L. Jarman Heads 
Aero Medical Assn. 


New York, Oct. 4—The 9th annual 
meeting of the Aero Medical Associa- 
tion of the United States was held at 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel Oct. 1-3. 
Members from all parts of the United 
States attended together with repre- 
sentatives from numerous foreign 
countries. 

Officers for the coming year are: 
Dr. B. L. Jarman of Washington, D. 
C., president; Dr. Herbert B. Wright 
of Cleveland, first vice-president; and 
Dr. D. S. Brockman of Detroit, secre- 
tary-treasurer. Dr. J. C. Cole of New 
Orleans is the president-elect. 

The AMA is the only organization 
of its kind in the world and has be- 
tween 600 and 800 members. Next 
year’s meeting will be held at Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio. Dr. Jarman 
stated that Wright Field was chosen 
because a large and complete labora- 
tory is located there. This will enable 
members to study and discuss problems 
relative to pilot reaction under cer- 
tain conditions. The date of the meet- 
ing has not been definitely set although 
it is known that it will be held some- 
time in September. 

This was the first year that foreign 
countries have been represented at 
the meeting. Poland, Germany, Can- 
ada and South American countries were 
among those represented. 


British at Hawaii? 
Conflicting Views 


Indication that the U. S. is not all 
in one accord on its foreign air com- 
merce policy was indicated in Sacra- 
mento, Calif., during the Western 
Aviation Planning Conference, Sept. 
23-25, when Governor Joseph B. Poin- 
dexter, of Hawaii, said in the course 
of his address that Hawaii would soon 
be seeing British Imperial Airways’ 
planes coming to the islands and that 
Hawaii would welcome the British. 

Questioned after his address, Gov. 
Poindexter said, “Certainly we wel- 
come the British to Hawaii. Why 
shouldn’t they come. It’s sound.” 

In Washington, however, Col. J. M. 
Johnson, Assistant Secretary of “Com- 
merce, had indicated that the British 
would never be granted permission to 
use the Hawaiian Islands as a stopping 
point on a trans-Pacific route. One 
reason given was that if the British 
were given permission, Japan would 
demand equal rights to use the islands. 





Port Hole Notes 

All has not been sweetness and 
light with these new airline 
sleepers. TWA, for example, is 
being forced to build a second 
“dressing room” (what polite 
words these traffic men find for 
ordinary conveniences) because one 
lavatory room is not enough. 
Some passengers have taken as 
much as forty minutes to dress, 
shave and wash up, etc., while the 
others wait in line and sometimes 
haven't been able to negotiate the 
room before landing at the desti- 
nation. No few squawks and TWA 
hasn't found a way to hurry up 
those who hog the space. 

United, which has two lavatories 
—one for men and one for women 
—on its sleepers, has come face to 
face with the Pullman and Hudson 
River Night Boat Problem, i. e., 
what to do about two in a berth. 
UAL hasn't decided yet whether 
to require the marriage license and 
lose biz, thus maintaining the ulti- 
mate in respectability, or just turn 
over the whole problem to Nature 
and the Eternal Exigencies of Life 
and the Beyond. Yes, sex has 
reared its ugly head even on United 
and it has the boys worried. Es- 
pecially on moonlight nights when 
the stars are too, too lovely. 











British “Disturbed” 
by Pan Am’s Route 


That the British expect to give Pan 
American Airways stiff competition in 
New Zealand and Australia is indi- 
cated in Flight, the British weekly 
aeronautical magazine, for Sept. 30. 

“It is just a little disturbing to con- 
template Pan American Airway’s plans 
for operating a regular service to 
Auckland towards the end of the pres- 
ent year,” the magazine said. ‘That 
service, which is unlikely to show f- 
nancial returns for a good many years, 
will establish American prestige, and 
will have to be countered by us in 
some way. The most obvious, and 
certainly the one most likely to  suc- 
ceed, is to go one betteer in fre- 
quency of service and in route speed 
to Australia.” 

The magazine said that after many 
delays, agreement has been reached be- 
tween the British and the Australian 
governments, but the magazine fails to 
mention the terms of the agreement. 


Boston-Maine Moves 


Up Winter Schedules 


Caribou, Me., Oct. 1—Shortening of 
the daylight hours has made it neces- 
sary for Boston-Maine Airways to 
move up the departure of the late 
afternoon plane on the Aroostock di- 
vision. Paul F. Collins, president, 
stated that the change, which went 
into effect today, was decided upon 
because the flight is over an unlighted 
airway. 

Under the new schedule, the after- 
noon ship, carrying passengers, air 
mail and air express will leave Cari- 
bou at 2:43 p. m. and arrive in Ban- 
gor at 4:40 p. m. 

The connecting service between 
Bangor, Augusta, Portland and Boston 
was also changed, the afternoon Lock- 
heed Electra plane leaving Bangor at 
5:44 p. m. and arriving in Boston at 
7:17 p. m. 

Both services connect at Boston 
with the plane of American Airlines 
leaving Boston at 8:20 p. m. and ar- 
riving in New York at 9:44 p. m. 


BAC TO DISPATCH 
ALL AIR TRAFFIC 


Army and Navy Tentatively Agreed to 
Let Bureau Handle all Their 
Ships on Airways 
One projected result of the ai; 
traffic co-ordination program of the 
Bureau of Air Commerce is expected 
to be the consolidation of all airway 
traffic control in the hands of the 

Bureau. 

The Army and Navy, it is un 
stood, have tentatively agreed that 
military flights shall be dispatched 
on civil airways by the BAC in the 
same manner as civil aircraft, thu 
ending one of the outstanding con- 
flicts in traffic regulations at the 
present time. 

Howard Rough, assistant director of 
the Bureau, said plans were working 
out satisfactorily and that the Army 
and Navy were virtually agreed on 
the dispatching system. 

Up to the present time army and 
navy pilots have flown about the 
country under their own systems and 
many near crashes have taken place 
at airports under bad weather con- 
ditions because transport pilots were 
unaware of the presence of military 
planes. Under the co-ordinated plan 
one dispatching system would serve 
for all types of flying, all unde 
Bureau control. 


Pan Am Moves Base 
to Baltimore in Norv. 


Baltimore, Oct. 7—Pan American 
Airways is transferring its U. S. base 
from Port Washington, L. L., to Balti- 
more some time after the first of No- 
vember. Five-hour schedules to Bet 
muda will be run out of this bas« 

The change is being made _ because 
Port Washington is not suitable for 
winter air operations. New York Cit 
will have facilities at North Beach Mu 
nicipal Airport but these will not be 
ready until next spring or summer 

Baltimore is providing temporary 
facilities at its municipal airport pend 
ing completion of its transatlantic s 
plane base now under construction 


CLIPPER DAMAGED 


Vertical Strut Broken as Wing Hits 
Water in S. F. Bay 

San Francisco, Oct. 24—The Hawau 
Clipper, damaged on take-off at A 
meda October 22, will be delayed 
week undergoing repairs. The damage 
occurred when the clipper attempted 
to negotiate the channel through the 
breakwater between the harbor and th 
open bay in a high cross-wind and 
tide. The sea wing of the plane dipped 
into the waves, causing a break ir 
vertical strut. 

After a cursory examination, offi 
said they expected repairs to be n 
overnight. Yesterday, however, ‘hej 
announced that it would be “at lecst 
a week” before the clipper could ©! 
off. Replacement of fittings, obtain 
only in New York, will be necess 


Havana Radio Conference 

A number of domestic airline r. 
officials are planning to take part in 
the Western Hemisphere Radio Con 
ference which opens in Havana, Cub 
on Nov. 1. Paul Goldsborough, pres 
dent of Aeronautical Radio, Inc.; Russ 
Cunningham, of United Air Lines 
G. Flynn, American Airlines, Jac 
Franklin of TWA, and D. C. McRx 
of Eastern, expect to attend. 
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San Francisco’s Spanish Terminal 


Building to be Dedicated Oct. 24 


San Francisco, Oct. 1—The newly 
completed $165,000 administration 
building of San Francisco Municipal 
Airport will be dedicated Sunday after- 
noon, Oct. 24, according to announce- 
nent by B. M. Mike Doolin, airport 
manager. State, civic and aviation lead- 
ers will participate in the exercises, 
assisted by the aviation committee of 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

The occasion will be used to call the 
public attention to the $2,850,000 bond 
issue proposition which comes up for 
a vote in San Francisco on Nov. 2. 
Passage of the measure will pave the 
way for development of not only the 
airport but the construction of a sea- 
plane base for use by Pacific clippers. 
Development plans call for runways 
ff 6,000, 5,000, and 4,200 feet, and 
would comprise one of the largest 
single airport improvement projects on 


record in the U.S. 





[WA is “doubling all of its safety 
inimums” for the coming winter and 
s inaugurating a policy of giving ac- 
curate weather 
information to 
passengers,  ac- 
cording to John 
B. Walker, vice- 
president in 
charge of traffic 


of that airline 
who discussed 
TW£A's | traffic 


policies on a re- 
cent visit to 
Washington. 

“T agree with 
C. R. Smith of 
American Airlines that the coming win- 
ter will be the most important in air 
transport history,” he said. “If the 
airlines can get through the winter 
without a crash, next year will be the 
biggest year in air transport history 

We know that a lot of people are 
going to quit flying this winter merely 
n the memory of last winter's crashes 
The only way we can overcome this is 
to go into this coming winter with a 
safety record and keep it up. We are 
going to keep everything tightened 
lown even if it costs us money—for a 
loss due to safety is nothing compared 
with a loss due to a crash. 

“We're going to play across the 
boards with passengers on weather. 
We're going to give weather informa- 
tion facts and post a sign in every sta- 
tion telling passengers that if they 
lesire weather information, the passen- 
ger agent will not only give it com- 
pletely but will interpret it clearly. 

“We are even going to feature this 
weather service in our advertising and 
timetables. We have more aids to fly- 
ing than ever before and we believe a 
frank policy with the public is best 
Every TWA transport has a direction 
finder, de-icing equipment and car- 
duretors that can’t ice up. Unless we 
g0 haywire, I don’t see how we can 
have accidents this winter.” 

Asked what he thought was the out- 
tanding problem in the air transport 
industry at the moment, Walker replied 
that in his opinion the most important 
thing is a rigid system of flight control 

“I don’t believe we should leave 
everything to the pilot,” he said. “A 





John B. Walker 


TWA Doubles Safety Minimums, Plans 
Expediting of Passengers Like Mail 





The administration building is mod 
ern in every respect with an exception- 
ally spacious control tower. The build- 
ing is of Spanish architecture. At one 
end of the main waiting room are 
ticket offices, baggage and mail rooms, 
and at the other end will be a restau- 
rant, lunch room and cocktail lounge, 
the latter opening out toward the land- 
ing field. 

On the second floor are private of- 
fices, weather bureau offices, Depart- 
ment of Commerce offices, airway con- 
trol offices and several offices for rental. 
To date the only occupant is the 
United Airlines reservations offices but 
transfer of all activities from the tem- 
porary building to the new structure is 
being made as rapidly as possible. The 
main waiting room ranks as one of the 
outstanding airport terminals in the 
country, only exceeded in appearance 
by possibly Sushan Airport in New 
Orleans. 


flight plan system should be a definite 
part of the Department of Commerce 
control. In the air, of course, the pilot 
has the deciding judgment, but the 
pilot should be guided from the take- 
off to the landing. Before being 
cleared, the entire flight plan should 
be worked out and flight control guid- 
ance should be exercised en route. 
This rigid flight plan system should be 
universally adopted by the airlines, for 
a crash on a small line affects the 
whole business. The public knows 
every transport is licensed by the De- 
partment of Commerce and doesn't dis- 
tinguish one airline from another when 
a crash occurs. 

“In regard to our own program we 
are going to inaugurate a new plan by 
which a passenger buying a ticket on 
our line places himself in our hands 
for the entire extent of his journey. 
If a plane has to set down before 
reaching its ultimate destination, the 
passengers will be entrained with the 
hostess in complete charge. 

“Suppose a westbound transcontinen- 
tal plane is grounded at Pittsburgh 
The passengers going beyond will be 
placed on a train with a hostess in 
charge and taken to the first point 
where good weather is available. The 
remainder of the journey will be by air 
In short, if you put yourself in our 
hands, we will expedite you all the 
way through. If the whole trip cannot 
be made by air, we'll see that you get 
through in the fastest possible time 
commensurate with safety. 


“This system will work something 
like air mail. When planes are 
grounded, the mail is expedited as 


quickly as possible by the best available 
means of transportation, perhaps by 
round-about routes. We're going to do 
the same for passengers. 

“In my opinion what we need in the 
industry right now is education on just 
what cool weather is. We know that 
rain and clouds don’t have any mate- 
rial affect on air traffic. What does 
count is trafic control, alternate air- 
ways and different levels of flight. In 
our company I have used books and 
bulletins as an educational course for 
those on our line, to teach our own 
people the facts on weather and the 
effect of different types of weather on 
transport operations.” 


for October 





15, 1937 


ll 





Main 


waiting room looking north 





eeenstitl 


ft Aaa 


* 





} athena ee ne . 


Administration Building 


San Francisco Airport 





Mr. Walker said September was by 
all odds the best in the company’s his 
tory with one week exceptionally good 
He reported that at Pittsburgh on one 
day the line carried 122 passengers 
out of that airport, an all-time record. 
The load factor for the line will be 
close to last September, but because of 
larger ships the line’s capacity is up 
fifty per cent. He also reported that 
the local service between Newark and 
Kansas City had worked out success- 
fully, that it is common for forty to 
fifty passengers to be carried in the 
21-passenger DC-3 between those two 
terminals because of frequent stops. 
The local service has not only devel- 


oped a healthy business among the 
cities on the route between Newark 


and Kansas City, but has served as a 
vital feeder line for the three-stop 
transcontinental service. 





Luxurious, Braniff-flown Douglas airliners 





Your Best Travel BUY is BY Braniff 


Wyoming Air Service 


Mail Contract O. K.’d 


The air mail contract with Wy- 
oming Air Service has been signed, 
ending some discussion that the con- 
tract might not be put into effect 
because of the airport situation on the 
projected Huron-Cheyenne route 


It is understood that no airports on 
the line will be in shape for opera- 
tions before next spring, with the 
possible exception of the airport at 
Spearfish which would be used tem- 
porarily since it is not on the con- 
tract line. Wyoming has six months 
after letting of the contract to begin 
service, with an extension period of 
three additional months, or a total of 
nine months 
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FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW 


(Continued from page one) 


job of providing an improved postal service trying to set up an air 
transportation court and build up a public utility regulating and rate 
making bureau. It sees another department that was given the job of 
fostering aviation through the development of public airways, educational 
activities and the licensing of safety of ships and pilots, also trying to 
“muscle in” on functions that should properly be left to local community 
government and scheduled airline management. It sees current favoritism 
or carelessness in appointing an interdepartmental committee to consider 
an aviation policy when the important aviation Weather Bureau of the 
Department of Agriculture and the WPA that is spending millions on 
airports are not represented. Courtesy, too, would have included the 
I.C.C. which reports to the Congress rather than to the Executive branch 
and is not strictly an executive branch commission. 

Aviation’s public is on the alert. It awaits with interest the outcome 
of the ~— Committee’s work. It will be slow in going back to the 
executive branch’s independent aviation commission idea after two in- 
tensive years of study and legislative effort in the direction of an I.C.C. 
solution to scheduled transport’s problems. We shall see. 


The Colonel Carries the Key 


N October 7 the latest of the endless series of conferences took 
O place on the question of Washington’s airport. This time it was 
a secret session for pilots, operators and the Bureau of Air 
Commerce. 
out of anything concerned with the airport for 11 years. 
The Air Line Pilots Association insists that the Bureau of Air Com- 


Not much came out of it, as indeed, not much has come 


merce close the airport to scheduled airline operations. The Bureau 
hems and haws, stalls for time. 

In all the hullabaloo raised about the airport in the last two years, 
it seems to us that the main issue has been overlooked. Col. J. M. 
Johnson, Assistant Secretary of Commerce, thinks Washington has a 
good airport. He testified so at a Congressional hearing this year. He 
can’t understand what the fuss is all about. He even thought the 
President would sign the futile bill passed by the last Congress authoriz- 
ing certain enlargements. He is not inclined to close the airport because 
he thinks it’s all right. 

Perhaps the Air Line Pilots Association thinks the Bureau of Air Com- 
merce has the final word on Washington Airport. We regret to say that 
there is not a man in the entire Bureau, from the director down, who 
has the nerve or stamina to buck the Colonel's position. 

The men in the Bureau know who is the key to the whole airport 
picture in Washington. The air line pilots ought to know who it is. For 
years the airlines have feared a transport crash at the doorstep of the 
nation’s capital. If it does come, what of the man who testified that the 
airport is safe and adequate? 

And well might we add, what of the man who is juggling airway aids 
to suit political purposes and expendiencies? Could it be by any Rene 
that airway aids are being located first where the political benefits are 
greatest? Could it be that a man sitting in the Assistant’s Secretary's 
chair went against the recommendations of men in the Bureau who 
planned the location of aids where they are needed most for safety? 
Well may we ask, for we are ashamed for aviation’s sake that it is only 


too true. And there are men in the Bureau who know it is true, just as 
they know who is the key to Washington Airport. 

We are glad to see American Airlines take the lead and announce a 
transfer of its operations to Bolling Field. It is not easy for the airlines 
to do so. Here is an instance of the complete breakdown of the Bureau's 
avowed claim for safety. Curious how the Department of Commerce 
uses every political means at its command to jealously guard, no matter 
by what means, its “rights” to control airline safety and regulations— 
and yet falls down completely when the true test of safety arises. Per. 
haps it would be different if the Bureau's own able men had the chance, 
just once, to exercise their own authority. 


Greasy Spoons at Airports 


W: HAVE been importuned to start a campaign for better and 


cleaner airport restaurants. Personally, we have always had a 

penchant for a greasy spoon lunch counter. The coffee rolls un- 
der a greasy glass case—if they are covered at all—the inevitable dough 
nuts, the mediocre coffee and the cracked coffee cups, have always had a 
lure for us but some psychiatrist will doubtless trace this back to mosquito 
bites at the age of two. We are willing to kick about the state of airport 
restaurants as long as no one objects to our personal love for the dirty 
coffee counter and those indigestible and fly-specked but swell sweet rolls 
that we never get at home. 

Judging from the number of complaints we've had poured into our 
ears lately, the airport restaurant is a sorry thing. Come to think of it, 
the food and service is usually pretty bad and what has always amazed us 
is the remarkable ability of all airport restaurants to breed and hold all 
through even the coldest weather an enormous quantity of flies. It’s 
always a question when eating of who's going to eat the food first, you 
or the flies. Isn't it primarily a responsibility of the airport manager or 
the airport commission to see that eating facilities for air travelers are 
first class? The railroads have good restaurants in almost every larg 
terminal, although we disagree with critics of airport restaurants that the 
railroad depots have the ultimate in food in cleanliness. The airlines, by 
and large, cater to a superior type of patron—at least they have money 
and the airlines don’t have to bother about other characteristics. Latel; 
we have heard Pittsburgh and St. Louis singled out for especially hard 
criticism, but these two airports are by no means all that are included in 
the barrage of venom. It is all quite a problem. We think municipalities 
should look into the airport eating facilities and bring them up to a 
standard commensurate with the type of air traveler who uses the 
terminal. That means that most airport restaurants have a long way to go 


Leadership in the West 
W ver President Roosevelt, by radio address, closed The Neu 


York Herald Tribune’s Forum on Current Problems recently by 

saying in substances, “Go west and see people,” he was not 
talking about aviation. However, many of us from the east who attended 
the recent Aviation Planning Conference at Sacramento, Calif., know 
what he means. One must get out of Washington, out of New York, 
out of Philadelphia—yes, one must really get west of Chicago—to feel 
the pulse of aviation’s public. 

The industrial east, from Chicago and St. Louis to Boston and Wash- 
ington, doesn’t need aviation as the west needs it. Distances are shorter, 
railroads and highways are everywhere. Aviation plays a relatively smaller 
part in business in social life. 

The west of vast area and national resources—two-thirds of the whole 
United States—needs aviation. Railroad and highway mileage is very 
small. Oil men, mining men, cattle men, sheep men, orchard men and 
grain men all need and demand more scheduled air transportation and 
private flying facilities. To them and to the west the nation must look 
for aviation leadership. 


Quips 


“Say, I've over-run my space limits here, as we run this magazine primarily ¢ 
print ads, not my stuff.”"—Cy Caldwell in Aero Digest for October. 





Lavery Airways Formed 

Fairbanks, Alaska, Sept. 29—Laver) 
Airways, a newly formed organiza- 
tion, has taken over the holdings ot 
the Central Alaska Transport Co. an¢ 
will base its operations at Fairbanks 
Bill Lavery, local aviator, is the pilot 
and is at present operating a Stinson 
four-place cabin plane. 


Endurance Record 

Modesto, Calif., Oct. 7—Miss Evelyn 
Hudson, flying an Aeronca C-3 cabin 
plane, established a new solo refueling 
endurance record at the annual air show 
held here recently. She remained aloft 
for 33 hours and nine minutes. Her 
time sets a new feminine record for 
Class C planes. 
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Folks Worth Meeting— 


UGH R. PERRY, sales manager of 
Waco Aircraft Company, Troy, 
Ohio, had one of those “You take the 
stick” initiations 
into flying. Back 
in “the early 


days,” after 
three or four 
$15 pay rides 


with local barn- 
stormers, he 
climbed into the 
front seat of a 
Curtiss Oriole 
with the late 
Wilbur Fagley 
to fly to Wash- 
ington for an interview arranged by 
the late Postmaster General Harry New 
with President Harding in a final effort 

put over the Indiana National Guard 
which the boys in Indiana wanted 
badly. 

At that time I had never had a 
sick in my hand but Fagley put the 
controls in the front seat of the Oriole 
which, you may recall, was on the 
left-hand side and tried my hand at it 

several brief intervals,” Perry 
writes. ‘During one of these trials of 
nine on the way back from Washing- 
ton We ran into some clouds and rain, 
nd things were getting awfully thick. 
| kept thinking every minute Fagley 
would shake the stick to indicate he 
vas taking it away from me but was 
too proud, and possibly too scared, to 
lo the shaking myself. 

Finally, in desperation I unfastened 
my belt and rared up and_ looked 
around, and was horrified to find him, 
xcad thrown back, both arms on the 
cewling, sound asleep, a_ situation 
which I corrected without further delay 
and left corrected throughout the bal- 
ince of the trip home.” 

Perry insists this is the only exciting 
thing that has happened to him in 
fying, but he has been busy selling 
Wacos since January 1, 1930, when he 
oined the company to do sales pro- 
notion. The following September he 
succeeded Robert E. Lees, as sales 
manager, when Lees resigned to go 
with Kellett Autogiro. 

Following two years at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic at Troy, N. Y., he went to 
Kokomo, Ind., to work for the Haynes 
Automobile Company, holding various 
positions from assistant sales manager 
to assistant general manager. In 1920 
he became territorial salesman for the 
Warren Nash Company, and within a 
year took over the Kokomo dealership 
for Nash which he held for six years. 





Becoming interested in flying in 
1921, Perry was one of four to form 
the Kokomo Aviation Corp., taking 
over the assets of the defunct Curtiss 
Indiana Company. With Wilbur Fag- 
ley, a company associate, he helped 
form the 113th Observation Squadron 
Indiana National Guard Air Service 
and was senior captain and acting com- 
manding officer for awhile. When a 
disastrous fire wiped out the plant of 
the aviation company in 1925, the Na- 
tional Guard squadron moved to In- 
dianapolis and the Kokomo Aviation 
Company was dissolved. In 1926 a 
death in the family brought him into 
the pottery business, as an_ indirect 
heir, and during the next four years 
he was completely out of aviation. 
Since 1930 he has devoted his whole 
time to selling Wacos. 


'T.OM E. BRANIFF at the age of 

seventeen sold insurance in two 
sparsely-settled Oklahoma counties via 
horse and buggy. 
Today he is 
president of 
Braniff Airways 
with its fleet of 


Douglas and 
Lockheed _ Elec- 
tras covering a 


network of air 
routes from Chi- 
cago to Browns- 
ville. 

Born in Sa- 
lina, Kansas, 
Tom Braniff entered business early in 
life, following in the footsteps of his 
father who operated a large fire in- 
surance agency in Kansas and later in 
Oklahoma. An ardent golfer, a fervent 
fisherman and an excellent horseman, 
he is rather the business man who be- 
came interested in aviation rather than 
an aviation enthusiast who became a 
business man. 

After establishing an insurance 
agency at the age of seventeen, he re- 
turned to Oklahoma City at eighteen 
and formed a partnership under the 
name of Merrill and Braniff. Subse- 
quently, he formed the Braniff Invest- 
ment Company, Provident Mortgage 
Company and Prudential Fire Insurance 
Company. In 1923, he opened the ten- 
story Braniff Building, which now 
houses the main offices of Braniff Air- 
ways. A director of the Oklahoma City 
Chamber of Commerce and member of 
mumerous civic organizations, Mr. 
Braniff has taken an active interest in 
air transportation and is more than just 
president in name of Braniff Airways. 








STINSON MEMORIAL 





Air Show and Services Honor 
Late Pilot 

San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 27—Eddie 
sunson, aviation pioneer, was honored 
here Sunday afternoon with memorial 
services and an air show at Stinson 
Field. Approximately 10,000 persons 
were present. 

Capt. Stanton T. Smith, commander 
of the 46th School Squadron, Ran- 
dolph Field, was principal speaker. 
Capt. Smith and Stinson were per- 
sonal friends. Other talks were made 
by Dr. John D. Gleckler, C. F. Dieter, 
aviation chairman of the Chamber of 
Commerce; W. T. Chumney, Ed Feille 
and Joe Bettencourt. 

Stinson did most of his early flying 
in San Antonio and established the 
teld which is now named in_ his 
honor. 
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Leadership 

Four airlines—Braniff, America, 
United and Pennsylvania Central— 
have joined AMERICAN AVIATION’S 
subscription rate club for bulk 
subscriptions. Each line has sub- 
scribed for every executive on the 
line in addition to other employees. 
AMERICAN AVIATION holds _ un- 
questioned leadership in the air 
transport industry in point of num- 
ber of subscriptions, readers, com- 
pany subscriptions and general cir- 
culation coverage. One airline, not 
included in the above four, is work- 
ing out a plan by which every 
employee on the line is a subscriber 
to the magazine. Club rate sub- 
scriptions are available at $2.50 per 
year when handled through the 
company. 











British Planning South American 
Air Route; to Replace U. S. Planes 


Invasion of the West African Coast 
and South America by British com- 
mercial air transport service has 
moved a stage further with the ending 
of conferences in Lisbon between the 
Portuguese government and officials of 
British Airways, a state-subsidized air- 
line, according to announcement by 
the Society of the British Aircraft 
Constructors, Ltd., London. 


With this announcement of expan- 
sion also comes word that British Air- 
ways is to replace its existing fleet of 
German and American airplanes with 
British aircraft ‘“‘at the earliest practi- 
cable date.” The airline has been 
using American Lockheed Electras for 
part of its present service to the Scan- 
dinavian countries against consider- 
able opposition in the British aviation 
trade press. The British line was 
forced to go out of its own country 
for transports because none were im- 
mediately available there. 

British Airways has been engaged 
in preliminary surveys of the South 
American service, which is expected 
to go by way of Lisbon and Bathurst, 
Gambia. 

“The British government has agreed 
to pay out-of-pocket expenses incurred 
in developing the services, including 
the cost of experimental flights,” the 
announcement said. “As soon as the 
plans are sufficiently well advanced, 
the government will introduce a sys- 


tem of payments to the company for 
flights at a fixed rate per flight. Pas- 
senger and freight revenue earned 
will be shared between the Air Min- 
istry and the company. Further, the 
Ministry is prepared to indemnify the 
company in respect to capital involved 
in approved purchase of flying equip- 
ment for the West. African and South 
Atlantic runs.” 

For re-equipment, British Airways 
may use the de Havilland Albatross, 
the new four-engined monoplane built 
for long-range air transport. The Air 
Ministry has ordered two of these 
planes for transatlantic experiments 
Others have been laid down for the 
carriage of approximately twenty pas 
sengers by day and twelve by night 
Cruising speed of the Albatross, which 
is now going through trials, is said to 
be about 200 miles per hour. It is 
powered with four super-charged 
Gipsy - Twelve twelve-cylinder air 
cooled engines. This model is de 
signed to carry 1,000 pounds of mail 
the North Atlantic against a 


across 
head wind averaging 40 miles per 
hour, with a still-air range of 3,501 
to 4,000 miles 

It has been known for some tim« 


that the British were planning to taj 
the South American air commerce 
market. The Germans and French have 
been operating mail services to Soutl 
America via Bathurst, Africa, for sev 
eral years. 





More Unsolicited Comments 


I have a personal subscription to 
your publication and would like to 
add my ‘two bits’ of praise to you 


and your associates for a job well 
done. As a sportsman and aviation 
columnist, I find your publication 
very interesting."—John L. Scherer, 


associate editor, Modern Mechanix. 


“I congratulate you on the excel- 
lence of your new magazine. We 
have long needed an outlet in the 
aviation field which would dig into 
the facts surrounding all matters of 
public interest."—Carl I. Friedlander, 
vice president, Aeronautical Corpora- 
tion of America, Cincinnati, Ohio. 





“I enjoy your magazine very much 
I think it's doing a lot for pilots.” 
—Ralph L. Weaton, 154 Taylor Ave., 


Beaver, Penna. 


“The only thing I have against you 
fellows is the fact that you didn’t have 
this superior magazine out ten years 
ago. The path of American aviation 
industry and air commerce legislation 
would have no doubt been different 
with such an outspoken magazine on 
the market.”"—Raymond Lucas, Em- 
porium, Pa. 


“Aviation seems to have found its 
voice in your magazine. It’s a corker.”’ 
—A. B. Leach, Evanston, Ill. 


“AMERICAN AVIATION fills a_ very 
definite place in the field of aviation 
publications and your staff deserves 
more than the usual reportorial ‘canned’ 
congratulations.” — Fred L. Hattoon, 
Menasco Manufacturing Company, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


“I like your fearless magazine very 
much. Keep it up!” Charles Vorhis, 
United Air Lines, Burbank, Calif. 


“After having carefully studied nine 
issues of AMERICAN AVIATION, I have 
come to the conclusion that you are not 
only keeping up the remarkably high 
standard which you set in the beginning 
but are actually improving on it. From 
the news standpoint AMERICAN AVIA- 
TION is by far the most informative 
and up-to-date aviation magazine pub- 
lished in America today. It covers an 
important part of the field hitherto not 
dealt with adequately by the many ex- 


cellent technical publications. I feel 
sure that you will continue your pre- 
sent high standard of accuracy.” Wéil- 


liam A. M. Burden, One Wall Street. 
New York City. 

“Thirty seconds after reading your 
lead-off article in AMERICAN AVIATION 
I entered my subscription, as did two 
associates to whom I loaned my copy. 
I believe it is exactly what those of us 
connected with the business side of the 
industry have sought vainly for years 
May you continue on the high plane on 


which you have set out.”—Robert L 
Pruyn, Eastland Co., San Francisco. 

“It's a dandy  publication.”"—A 
Wehrhahn, Omaha, Neb. 


“Please accept my congratulations 
on your new enterprise. It is rather 
hard to conceive how one magazine 
can contain so much readable news 


matter. The editorial comment is 
especially noteworthy and you and 
your staff are to be complimented upon 
your general news and editorial policy 
AMERICAN AVIATION is to the aircraft 
industry what Time represents to the 
general reading public. We look for- 
ward to your succeeding issues with a 
great deal of interest.”"—James V. 
Griffin, publicity director, Lockheed 
Aircraft Corp. 
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Norwich Univ. Announces First 
College Air Transport Course 





Dr. Porter Adams, President, Tells of Lectures 
To Be Given Through Financial Aid by 
Godfrey Cabot, Philanthropist 


Northfield, Vt., Oct. 1—Porter 
Adams, president of Norwich Uni- 
versity, yesterday announced plans for 
what he said would be the first col- 
lege course in the world devoted to 
air transportation and air traffic regu- 
lations. He stated that he hopes to 
see the new course added to the 1938 
fall curriculum. 

During the current school year, Dr. 
Edward P. Warner, former Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Aeronautics 
and former professor of aeronautical 
engineering at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, will deliver a 
series of six lectures to the whole 
student body. These talks will be 
printed for distribution to the avia- 
tion industry. 

Dr. Warner’s first lecture, entitled, 
“The Early History of Air Transpor- 
tation,” will be delivered on Nov. 16. 
The second, “The Modern Develop- 
ment of Air Transport,” is tentatively 
scheduled for Jan. 11; the third, 
“Technical Development and Its Ef- 
fect on Air Transportation,” for Feb. 
8; the fourth, “The Future of Air 
Transport in the Light of Future 
Technical Development,” for March 
15; the fifth, “Air Transport Eco- 
nomics and its Relation to Surface 
Transport,” for April 12, and the 
sixth, “The Development of Means of 
Air Traffic Regulations,” for May 3. 

An endowment of nearly a quarter 
of a million dollars in 1935 and since 
by Godfrey Cabot, of Boston, has 
made the new course and Dr. 
Warner's lectures possible. Cabot's 
endowment was for the establishment 
of the James Jackson Cabot Profes- 
sorship of Air Traffic Regulations and 
Air Transportation. 

Cabot’s son, to whom the gift is a 
memorial, was a World War aviator. 
He died a few years ago from a brain 
tumor. 

Dr. Warner will prepare two re- 
ports for the university's board of 
trustees. One will have to do with 
present air traffic regulations and what 
Norwich can do to make them more 
effective as to public service and pub- 
lic safety. The other will outline a 
constructive course in air transporta- 
tion which Norwich students can take 
in their junior and senior years to fit 
themselves for useful careers in the 
aviation industry. 

An administrative committee of the 
university board of trustees will re- 
ceive the reports. On the committee 
will be Mr. Cabot, Stanley C. Wilson, 
former Governor of Vermont, now 
vice president of Norwich; Colonel 
Edgar S. Gorrell, president of the Air 
Transport Association of America; 
Major C. N. Barber, treasurer of Nor- 
wich, and Mr. Adams, chairman of 
the committee. 

An advisory board will pass upon 
the course of study recommended by 
Dr. Warner. Orville Wright, Dr. 
Manley O. Hudson, of Harvard Uni- 
versity; Dr. George W. Lewis, direc- 
tor of research for the National Ad- 
visory Committee for Aeronautics; 
Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd and 
Harold B. Richardson. 

Dr. Warner will make an extensive 
survey of the American air transport 
industry before making his reports. 
He expects to travel around the coun- 


try and bring himself up to date on 
the operating methods of the various 
airlines. He conducted a similar sur- 
vey a few years ago as a member of 
the Howell Aviation Commission ap- 
pointed by President Roosevelt to 
outline a national air policy. 

Recently Dr. Warner has been act- 
ing as engineering consultant to the 
major airlines on the construction of 
the new DC-4s. 


Arrasmith Field Has 
Dedication Sept. 30 


Grand Island, Neb., Sept. 30—Arra- 
smith Field, Grand Island's new quarter 
of a million dollar airport, was opened 
yesterday when Capt. Eddie Ricken- 
backer, general manager of Eastern Air 
Lines, sat in his New York office and 
tapped a telegraph key which set off 
a cannon at the field, 1,271 miles away. 

The new airport has paved runways 
equal to 28 miles of standard high- 
way paving. The hangar has 160,000 
square feet of floor space and heavy 
steel doors which open to an extent 
of 160 feet. The administration build- 
ing and all other buildings are of con- 
crete and steel construction and com- 
pletely fireproof. 

Dr. W. W. Arrasmith, after whom 
the field is named, is chairman of the 
National Aeronautics Commission of 
the American Legion, member of the 
National Advisory Committee to the 
BAC, and a member and former chair- 
man of the State Aeronautics Commis- 
sion of Nebraska. 


AGREEMENT DRAWN 


USAC, Salt Lake City Government, 
to Support Airport 

Salt Lake City, Oct. 1—The Utah 
State Aeronautics Commission and the 
Salt Lake City government yesterday 
drew up a cooperative agreement 
whereby the two will jointly maintain 
the Salt Lake Airport. Assistant At- 
torney General John D. Rice and E. 
R. Christenson, city’s attorney, drew 
up the agreement. 

The State Aeronautics Commission 
will furnish $12,000 for the work of 
maintaining the airport, establishing 
landing strips, air markings and air 
navigation facilities. The money is 
derived from taxes paid by various 
companies and gasoline consumed by 
them in intra-state commerce. 


Air Officials Moved 

San Diego, Calif., Sept. 17—John 
Fornasero, M. P. Hanscom and George 
Guern, three San Diego aviation off- 
cials, have been transferred to other 
parts of the country. Fornasera, chief 
instructor of the Ryan School of Aero- 
nautics and chief test pilot of the Ryan 
Aeronautical Co., will be located in 
Washington, D. C., as inspector for 
the Bureau of Air Commerce. Hans- 
com BAC inspector for the San Diego 
territory, will have a similar position 
in Washington. Guern, meteorologist 
at the Government Weather Bureau, 
Lindbergh Field, will be transferred to 
the Pacific Southwest headquarters at 
Burbank. 











Mayes Sees Douglas 
Airport Paying Way 


Douglas, Arizona, Sept. 30—Super- 
intendent Charles Mayes of Interna- 
tional Airport here stated recently that 
he believed the field is growing into 
a position where it should be self- 
supporting in a few more months. 

Officials at the port say that almost 
all the small ships crossing the con- 
tinent stop here. A checkup reveals 
that 58 transient planes have landed 
here so far this year. 

There are seven employes at the 
port and the monthly payroll is $700. 
A flyer can get gas and oil and a 
federally licensed mechanic at the field 
any hour of the day or night. 

Mayes says that the port could be 
made self-sustaining if there were half 
a dozen more locally owned planes 
and a proper increase in the transient 
trafic. At present three planes are 
stored in the hangar. The sales of 
gasoline are the big money-making 
item. Employes figure that the aver- 
age plane coming here on a trip will 
take 35 gallons of gas and some oil. 

Removal of the sand burrs on the 
landing field and the installation of an 
adequate water supply will put the 
port in first class shape, according to 
Mayes. He maintains a flying school 
with an enrollment of 11 students and 
is also agent for one plane manufac- 
turer. 


PEORIA O.K’s TAX 


Airport Corporation Donates Prop- 
erty for Larger Municipal Field 
Peoria, Ill., Oct. 6—Voters of Peoria 

yesterday voted favorably on a_pro- 
posal to levy a tax of not to exceed 
one mill for a period of five years and 
one-fifth of a mill thereafter, the money 
to be used for maintenance and im- 
provement of the Peoria airport. At 
the same time the favorable vote makes 
it possible for the park board to accept 
as a donation the 220 acres, building 
and equipment now comprising the air- 
port from the Peoria Airport Corpo- 
ration. 

Airline operations by American and 
Chicago and Southern were cancelled 
on July 3 because the airport was 
inadequate. The private owners de- 
cided to make the city a gift of the 
present land, and options have been 
obtained on an adjoining 300 acres, 
making possible an ultimate extension 
of runways to 5,100, 5,300 and 4,300 
feet. Present plans call for four paved 
runways of 3,600 feet. When the im- 
provements are completed, the airport 
will be one of the finest in the middle 
west. The city plans to begin im- 
provements at once in order to have 
the airport re-instated as an_ airline 
stop. 


NEW QUARTERS 





Tayloreraft Distributors Will Also 
Maintain Large Service Station 
Van Nuys, Calif., Sept. 29—Jones 

and Humeston, distributors of Taylor- 

craft planes in California, Arizona and 

Nevada, have moved into new quar- 

ters in Hangar 1 at the Metropolitan 

Airport here. The company was for- 

merly located at Grand Central Air- 

port but moved into larger quarters 
here to accommodate its increasing 
business. 

Jones and Humeston will also have 

a large service station at Metropolitan 
for all types of planes and will finance 
sales of airplanes and repairs. Six 
men will be employed. The company 
has sold 31 Taylorcrafts since March 
4a 








7TH YEAR PROFIT 
AT TULSA AIRPORT 


Charlie Short Turns in $3,000 for Last 
Year Using Business Methods 

Tulsa Municipal Airport in Okla. 
homa has turned in substantial operat. 
ing profits for seven consecutive years 
while most airports in the nation are 
running in the red, according to Dick 
Smith, writing in the September issue 
of Southern Flight, published in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

On June 30, Smith writes, Tulsa 
deposited over $3,000 of fiscal year 
profits with the Tulsa city treasurer, 
while over the seven-year period it has 
deposited something over $30,000 

“There is no burden on local and 
transient business,” Smith said. “Prices 
are standard and on many items, ac- 
tually less than on most fields. And 
there are no extraordinary conditions 
about the airport that places it in an 
exclusive position to operate profitably. 
Analyzation of the set-up reveals first 
of all good management with practiced 
economy and business principles es. 
tablished to make the field and facili- 
ties a self-sustaining part of the 
municipality.” 

Smith gives the major share of the 


credit for the financial showing 
Charles W. Short, Jr., the manager 
The income and operating statement 


given in the article is: 

Sales Gasoline .... $41.360.71 
Cost of Sales 31,920.40 $ 9,440.31 

Sales Oils 1,090.10 


Cost of Sales .... 432.01 658.09 
Sales Service, Parts, 
Supplies ....... 1,463.40 
Cost of Sales .... 429.42 1,033.98 
Hangar Income .... 1,459.50 
Field Income ...... 5.303.22 
Office Rentals ...... 1,062.00 
Concessions Income 545.00 
Miscellaneous In- 
GEERD cccosccce 13.34 
Total Income .... $19,815.44 
LESS EXPENSE: 
Salaries: Manage- 

ment and Office $ 5,325.00 
Salaries: Hangar, 

Field and Serv- 

Te sassneen cases 5,171.00 
Repairs and Main- 

tenance ........ 962.44 
Office Supplies and 

WEED sccosecs 117.51 
Janitor and Clean- 

ing Supplies ... 198.66 
Automobile, Truck 

and Tractor Ex- 

WD. cescseece 1,038.03 
Heat, Light and 

TED cctoccecee 1,412.52 
Telephone and Tele- 

REESE 327.40 
Insurance .......... 1,223.60 
BEVOTEME cccccccs 214.64 
ll 439.60 
Miscellaneous ...... 189.96 

Total Expense .... 16,620.35 
Total Operating 
Profit Before 
Depreciation $ 3,195.08 
The article said the Tulsa Park 
Board has under consideration plans 


for extension of runways to meet re- 
quirements of larger transports and 
plan for construction of a_ seaplane 
base at either nearby Mohawk 
Sequoyah Lakes. 


More Alaskan Airfields 
Fairbanks, Alaska, Sept. 30—Dr 

Ernest H. Gruening, director of 
Division of Territories and Island 
Possessions, and Delegate Anthony J 
Dimond are working out plans and 


recommendations for additional 
fields in Alaska. They conferred with 
President Roosevelt while Congress 


was in session regarding the urgent 
need for airfields and roads in the 
Territory. It is hoped that the Presi 
dent will incorporate their plan int 
his national program. 
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1,400 H. P. HORNETS 





New Twin-Row Radial Type Engines 
for Douglas DC-4 
Four Pratt and Whitney engines 
—_ of developing 1,400 horse- 
power each will power the 42-passenger 
ton Douglas DC-4 prototype which 
tear Se Aircraft Company will shortly 
place under construction to the specifi- 
ations of five major airlines. 
The new engine, known as the Twin 
Hornet, is a 14-cylinder two-row radial 
ype, with a displacement of 2,180 
cubic inches. It has a take-off rating 
f 1,400 horsepower at 2,500 RPM 
using 95 octane fuel, and 1,200 horse- 
power using 87 octane fuel. Normal 
ating is 1,150 horsepower at 2,350 
RPM with 95 octane fuel. The engine 
has successfully completed a test on 
the company’s own dynamometers, 
equivalent to the standard Army and 
Navy type test. The Twin Hornet is 
e third and most powerful to date 
in a series of twin-row engines devel- 
ped by Pratt and Whitney. 


NEW WIND SCALE 





Boeing School Instructor Develops 
Accurate Geostrophic Measuring 
Device 
Oakland, Calif., Sept. 28—B. C. 
Haines, instructor in meteorology at 
the Boeing School of Aeronautics here, 
recently developed a device known as 
the geostrophic wind scale which inter- 
prets the upper wind observations into 

streamlines, similar to isobars. 

Instead of using pressure to deduce 
the wind direction and velocity, the 
winds are used directly and maps are 
jrawn which are similar in appearance 

the pressure maps. Upper wind 
ystems correspond closely to pressure 
ystems so that they may be carried 
long in the same manner and their 
movement anticipated with great ac- 
uracy. 

Upper wind forecasts made for 
egular airline operation by this method 
uve been very accurate, seldom vary- 
ng more than five miles per hour in 
velocity. 


Rockefeller Offices 


New York, Oct. 7—Three large 
eronautical concerns have leased space 
n various buildings of Rockefeller 
Center. Imperial Airways, Ltd., Brit- 
ish national airline, leased space in the 
British Empire Building; Air France, 
perators of the official French airline, 
took quarters in the La Maison Fran- 
caise, and the Bendix Aviation Export 
Corp. leased offices in the RCA build- 
ing 


One Bid on BAC Plane 


_ Only one bid on a four-place cabin 
biplane was submitted to the division 
it purchases and sales of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce on Sept. 29. Beech 
Aircraft Corp. was the lone bidder, 
quoting $13,005 for the ship and 
promising delivery within 60 days of 
receipt of the contract. The plane is 
tor the Bureau of Air Commerce 








Luscombe to Issue 
Trenton, N. J., Oct. 8—Luscombe 
Airplane Corp. plans to seek early 
public financing with the offering of 
145,000 shares of common __ stock 
through Knight & Co., New York. 
Offering will be made subject to prior 


subscriptions by stockholders who have 
the right to subscribe for 11 shares for 
each present share held at $2.50 per 
share, 


Mechanics Seek More 
License Requisites 


A. P. Martin, president of the Air 
Line Mechanics Association, has writ- 
ten to Fred D. Fagg, Jr., director of 
the Bureau of Air Commerce, asking 
that greater experience requirements be 
made for engine and aircraft mechanics’ 
licenses. Mr. Martin said he believed 
the matter “is of grave importance to 
the factor of safety in the country.” 

Stating that he did not believe the 
fault lies with the Department of Com- 
merce inspectors, “as we believe them 
to be very conscientious and efficient 
servants of your department,” Mr. Mar- 
tin said the association believes ‘‘that 
a better check and investigation should 
be given the doubtful applicants before 
accepting their testimonies as to the 
length of time actually spent in the in- 
dustry.” He offered the cooperation of 
the association to further the better- 
ment of conditions affecting mechanics’ 
licenses 





Reserve 2nd Lts. May 
Become Flying Cadets 


Reserve second lieutenants in the 
Army who have completed a year’s ac- 
tive duty as trainees under the Thoma- 
son Act will be given an opportunity to 
become Flying Cadets at Randolph and 
Kelly Fields, San Antonio, Texas, it has 
been announced. 

Of the 1,000 reserve officers of the 
line branches who entered tours of 
active duty with the regular army in 
June, 1936, only 50 will be given per- 
manent commissions, the remainder be- 
ing returned to civil life. Those not 
accepted by the regular army will be 
given an opportunity to enter the Air 
Corps Training Center for a year’s fly- 
ing training, at the termination of which 
they will be commissioned in the Air 
Corps Reserve. 


New Flying Company 

Astoria, Oregon, Oct. 5—A new 
company, known as the Solo Flying 
Service, was organized here recently. 
Lieut. W. W. Hogan and Lieut. Rich- 
ard Merrill of the Coast Guard, and 
Bill Noll, Astoria pilot, are in charge. 
The company will engage in flying 
instruction at the Astoria Airport, us- 
ing a Cub for training purposes. 





Aeronautical Charts 





The U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
Department of Commerce, has issued 
the following new sectional aeronaut- 
ical charts. These cancel previous 
editions. Pilots are warned against us- 
ing obsolete charts. All sectional 
charts are scaled at 1: 500,000 and 
priced at 40 cents each, with a dis- 
count of 33 1/3 percent on orders, in- 
cluding assortments, grossing $10 or 
more. 


GRAND CANYON, Sept., 1937— 
Size 20 by 44 inches. Located in Lati- 
tude 36°—40° north and Longitude 
108°—114° west, covering an area of 
about 53,000 square miles. This re- 
vised edition shows miscellaneous 
changes in aeronautical data, including 
the addition of a radio range at Enter- 
prise, Utah. 


CLEVELAND, Sept., 1937—Size 20 
by 42 inches. Located in Latitude 40° 
—42° north and Longitude 78°—84° 
west, covering an area of about 51,000 
square miles. An all-color revision. 
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BUILD “FLYING ROOM” 





General Electric Steel Chamber for 
Testing Aviation Radio 

The effect of wind, rain, sleet, snow, 
Arctic and tropical temperatures, six- 
mile altitudes and power dives upon 
aeronautical transmitting radio equip- 
ment can all be duplicated within a 
few hours by radio engineers at the 
General Electric Company, in two new 
rooms recently completed for radio test 
purposes, it has been announced by the 
company. 

The walls of the two steel rooms are 
18 inches thick, supported by 12-inch 
steel beams. One-half inch steel plate 
covers the exterior with a sheet steel 
interior protecting insulation of cork 
and glass wool. Large portholes of 
one-inch glass permit operators to study 
the equipment without being subjected 
to the same strains as are placed upon 
the apparatus being tested. The tem- 
perature may be dropped to 40 degrees 
below zero or raised to 160 degrees 
above zero. The air pressure at 30,000 
feet elevation is about four pounds per 
square inch, as compared to 15 pounds 
at sea level. Wind velocity is obtained 
from two large fans. Near the “flight 
room” is a newly-constructed “shaking 
machine” for testing the effects of vi- 
bration upon aviation radio equipment. 


FEMME TRAFFIC AGENTS 


Northwest Airlines Tries Out College 
Gals in Chicago Office 

Chicago, Sept. 9—Northwest Air- 
lines, Inc., has installed three women 
as traffic agents in its office here. They 
are June Marwede, a graduate of the 
University of Minnesota; Mary Frances 
Hoban, a Mundelein college graduate; 
and Mary Adams from the University 
of California at Los Angeles. 

Leslie B. Farrington, vice-president 
and general manager of the company, 
stated that it is the intention of the 
airline to follow the same practice in 
all offices throughout the country. 

“We believe there is a definite place 
for women in transportation and that 
they are better adapted to the job than 
most men,” Farrington said 


Mollisons Divorce 





London, Oct. 7—Amy Johnson Mol 
lison, long-distance flyer, yesterday 
filed suit for divorce against Capt. 
James A. Mollison, her aviator hus- 
band, with whom she holds several 
joint flight records. The Mollisons 
set an England-to-India record of 22 
hours and in 1933 flew from England 
to the United States in 39 hours. 


Oxygen Tests 

At least two airlines are conducting 
studies on the effects of lack of oxygen 
incident to airline operations, according 
to The Air Line Pilot. One airline has 
detailed its medical director to the 
Army Medical Corps, Laboratory of 
Physiological Research, Wright Field, 
Dayton, O., to study this subject, the 
paper says, while another airline has 
engaged the services of a Columbia 
University professor to make studies. 


Stinson School Moves 

New York, Sept. 20—Jack B. Stin- 
son, director of the Stinson School of 
Aviation, announced recently that the 
school has moved to larger quarters at 
25-07 Bridge Plaza North, Long Is- 
land City. The new location has 18,000 
square feet of floor space. The school 


started two years ago with a small 
night class and has now grown to 
full-time operation. It trains aircraft 


and airplane engine mechanics. 
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38,753 Enter U.S. 
By 


Washington, August 17.—A total of 


Air During Year 


38,753 passengers arrived from abroad 
by air during the fiscal year 1937, it 
has been announced by the Bureau of 
Customs. This is an increase of 10,- 
168, or 26.2 percent over the preced- 
ing fiscal year. 

Fifty-nine percent of the passengers 
coming into the United States by air 
arrived in the Florida Customs Dis- 
trict, this section handling 22,861 pas- 
sengers as compared with 16,608 in 
1936. Arrivals in districts adjacent to 
the Canadian border numbered 8,501, 
an increase of 65.7 percent over last 
year. Increases of 64.4, 81.2, and 56.9 
percent were reported in the Washing- 
ton, Dakota, and New York Custom 
Districts respectively. 

During the five-year period from 
1930 to 1934, there was little change 
in the number of passengers arriving, 
the average being 19,978. There was a 
pronounced upturn in 1935 which was 
not continued in 1936. However, the 
total for the 1937 fiscal year was almost 
double the average for 1930-1934. 

The only part of the country show- 
ing a decline was along the Mexican 
border, where fewer persons entered by 
air than in any of the preceding seven 
years. 


HAIZL IP RESIGNS 


Leaves Shell Co. To Continue 
Foreign Plane Sales 
New York City, Sept. 2—Captain 


Jimmy Haizlip resigned yesterday from 
the aviation department of the Shell 
Petroleum Co. in order that he may 
continue European plane sales activities 
which he began last summer. Haizlip 
is former U. S. Army combat instructor 
and 1932 winner of the Vincent Bendix 
transcontinental speed trophy. 

Haizlip and his wife, May, holder of 
the American speed record for women, 
went to Europe last summer on the 
Hindenburg, taking a Beechcraft plane 
with them. Their headquarters will be 
in Paris and London while they fly 
about the continent convincing Euro- 
peans of the superiority of American 
flying equipment. 


GRAND CANYON TOURS 


Between TWA 
Airlines 

& Western Air, 
Inc., has completed arrangements for 
joint air and ground tours at the 
Grand Canyon, according to announce- 
ment by John B. Walker, vice-president 
in charge of traffic. 

Starting August 1, TWA began stop 
ping its Sky Queen and Sky Master 
flights at Grand Canyon Airport. Pas 
sengers are then taken on tours either 
by air or car over the Grand Canyon 
country by Grand Canyon Airlines, 
holders of the Government concessions 
in that region. The tours include boat 
trips on Lake Mead, created by Boulder 
Dam. ; é 

Arrangements for the tour services 
were made with G. E. Ruckstell, presi- 
dent of Grand Canyon-Boulder Dam 


Reached 


Canyon 


Agreement 
and Grand 
Transcontinental 


Tours, a pilot in his own right who 
has pioneered air services over the 
Grand Canyon. Nine all-expense tours 


are offered, ranging from three-hou: 
$15 tours, to 95-hour $83 trips. 
TWA's flight from the east arrives 
at Grand Canyon Airport at 3:14 p. m 
with the plane from Los Angeles ar 
riving at 12:43 p. m. The scenic are 
embraces 100,000 square miles. 
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Exports 64% Ahead of 1936 for 


First 7 Mos.; Record Is Certain 


Year’s Total of $33,000,000 Seen on Basis of Seven 


Months’ Totals; China Is Biggest Buyer, 


The first seven months’ figures in- 
dicate that the exports of aeronautic 
products from the United States are 
certain to reach a new record high 
this year. The monthly average for 
the first seven months is $2,730,061 
and the total for the same period is 
$19,110,425, 64 percent ahead of a 
similar 1936 period. The former rec- 
ord year. was 1936, when exports 
totaled $23,143,203. This year’s total 
is expected to be about $33,000,000. 
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The United States shipped abroad 
324 planes and 634 engines during 
the first seven months of 1937, as 
compared with 294 planes and 409 
engines during a similar 1936 period. 
The accompanying circle graph shows 
that China has been the biggest buyer 
so far this year with the Netherlands 
second. China's buying fell off from 
$272,137 in June to $26,986 in July. 

Exports showed a steady increase 
from January through May, fell off 
in June and started climbing again 
in July. It is significant to note that 
this year’s seven months’ figures are 
$4,779,582 ahead of the entire year 
1935, and only $4,032,778 behind the 
record 1936 total. 

If the 1937 figures reach $33,000,- 
000 it will represent a gain of approx- 
imately 260 percent over the 1933 mark. 

Meantime the Department of State 
released on October 7 the export li- 
censes for September. Excluding rela- 





tively small amounts, the principle 
aircraft and aircraft accessory pur- 
chasers for September were: 
Argentina $1,460.390 
Australia 29,925 
DEE betawentesseevesseennee 426,155 
EEE, éccccccvveccesceocese 324,997 
I od cnt ae id wae ein 64,519 
OS 6.5.00 00004:naseseceve 99,900 
Costa RICA ........eseeeeeeee 3,850 
SE dette enasanawaugnts 43,800 
Dominican Republic ........ 16,490 
PD ccankeesccnenoeeeeeweee 3,100 
ID scan ebackwenwouwre 150,000 
Great Britain .........ccees. 16,284 
PED cdceksscenseeacennnsupes 80,182 
BE: kcansinsdetesnceseusesus 72,900 
DE uctewsaqciscveaandseces 435,524 
BED cececevcccsecesvescecs y 
NEN cc creccvccecesece 5,546 
Se Gc vccewctasceece 11,600 
DEEL Scucccnedeneveudesus 15,600 
DE sidvigeecakibensitkneete 12,200 
oer ere 232,655 
Union of South Africa ...... 3,675 
ie i Sk Gh. Sedsssccncsecees 27,820 
EES pweneeccnsauneen ee 11,288 


Netherlands Second 
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New Gillam Hangar 

Fairbanks, Alaska, Sept. 29—A new 
hangar, 64 by 50 feet, is being con- 
structed for Gillam Airways on the 
south side of Weeks Field here. The 
company will base at the Fairbanks 
airfield this winter. High altitude 
weather flights, one every third day, 
for the federal weather bureau were 
started Sept. 15 and will continue un- 
til March 11. 








Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 








WHERE U. S. EXPORTS OF AERONAUTIC PRODUCTS Go 


10 LEADING COUNTRIES, JAN. THROUGH JULY, 1937 








Netherlands 


10.8% 























Other Countries 


32.9% 


Three charts show monthly export totals, distribution of exports in th 


world market and annual statistics since 1933. 


U. S. Exports of Aeronautical Products 1933-1936 
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American Aviation for October 15, 1937 


$4.4.000.000 Airline Biz This Year 





P. O. Report Shows $35,000,000 Total Revenue for Year Ending June 30, 
Air Mail Ratio Slides from 74% to 36% 


1937; 


The total revenue for the domestic 

air transport industry carrying mail un- 
der contracts for the Post Office De- 
partment, for the fiscal year ended 
lune 30, 1937, has been estimated at 
$35,606,712, an increase of $5,000,000 
ver the preceding year, according to 
figures compiled by Charles P. Grad- 
dick, superintendent of the P. O. air 
mail service and presented in his ad- 
dress at the Western Aviation Plan- 
ning Conference at Sacramento, Sep- 
tember 23-25. 

Mr. Graddick predicted that the 
cheduled air transport industry would 
enjoy a $44,000,000 year for the fiscal 
yar ending June 30, 1938, which 
would more than double the total for 
the fiscal year 1935. 

He also stated that in 1933 mail pay 
epresented 74% of total airline reve- 
que, whereas in the fiscal year 1937 the 
sail pay represented only 35.2% of 
tal revenue—an astonishing decrease 

the importance of air mail in the 

wle transport picture. 

Totals for the year 1937 were given 

express, $1,198,387; passengers, 
$21,508,325, and air mail, $12,900,000. 

If Mr. Graddick’s predictions of 

38 business come true, air mail will 
nly represent 31.8% of total revenues. 
He said the average mail pay per 
aile was $0.323, a slight increase over 

$0.311 figure for the fiscal year 

36 and considerably under the figure 
f $0.540 for 1933. 

Our compilation shows,” he said, 
that in the fiscal year 1933 airlines 
eceived a total revenue of about $26,- 
10,000, of which mail pay was about 
$19,400,000—about 74% of the total. 
Passenger revenue was about $6,400,- 

0 which was 25% of the total. Ex- 
press revenue was $202,000 which was 
less than 1% of the total. 

“I roughly estimate this year that air 
mail contractors will receive a_ total 
revenue of $44,000,000 of which pas- 
senger revenue will be about $28,000,- 
10; mail pay about $14,000,000 and 
express revenue about $2,000,000. 

“These statistics show that if the 
government wants its air mail trans- 
ported at a reasonable cost, it should 
continue to encourage the development 
f passenger transportation. 

“In 1933 it cost the Post Office De- 
partment $19,400,000 to _ transport 
6,741,000 pounds of air mail, on which 
t received $6,116,000 in postage reve- 
nue. In the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1937, it cost the department only about 
$12,900,000 to transport 19,533,000 
pounds of air mail (about three times 
that transported in 1933) and on which 
t received about $12,000,000 in post- 
ge revenue (about twice that received 
in 1933), 

"The remarkable growth in passen- 
ger revenue has caused many of our 
trends to discount the value of the 
ir mail revenue received by air trans- 
port companies. Now, I cannot agree 
that this revenue is negligible. I do 
not believe it will ever be. The rail- 
toads, regardless of their enormous 
fevenues from other sources, still try 
to develop as much mail revenue as 
possible. 

‘When costs are charged off, it will 
* found that air mail is still paying 
he greatest revenue to the airlines, and 
ptubably will for several years.” 
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DENIES RE-HIRING 


Consolidated Official Declares False 
Rumors Have Been Spread 

San Diego, Calif., Sept. 16—Edgar 
Gott, vice president of Consolidated 
Aircraft Corp., today denied that the 
company was planning to re-hire per- 
sonnel on a large scale. He stated 
that the turnover of jobs at the plant 
is normal and that evidently false 
rumors had been spread. 

Consolidated has been informed un- 
officially that the government is plan- 
ning to re-advertise for bids on ap- 
proximately 60 PBY-4 bombers. The 
original bids by Consolidated and 
Glenn L. Martin were considered too 
high. 


TWA Buys Six Sleepers 

Purchase of six new $100,000 
Doug!as DC-3 transports from the 
Douglas Aircraft Co. was announced 
by Transcontinental & Western Air, 
Inc. late in September. All are 
“sleeper plane’’ type, accommodating 
sixteen passengers. 


Wants Alaska Link 


Edmonton, Alberta, Oct. 5—John 
Blue, secretary-manager of the Ed- 
monton Chamber of Commerce, said 
today that the Chamber is maintain- 
ing a determined campaign encourag- 
ing establishment of a permanent 
aerial channel between Edmonton and 
Alaska. 





“Excursion” Over, Bankers to Tighten Up 


Authoritative word from Wall Street banking circles indicate that more than one 
aircraft manufacturing company is due for a thorough inspection from the financial 


boys by the end of this year. 


Reason is that the financial backers of aviation companies cannot understand 
why, in the best business year of the industry's history, many companies are not 


making money. 


A show-down between finance and management may be expected in more than 


one company whose name is well known. 


Attitude of some of the more shrewd observers financially is that some of the 
aviation companies haven't yet got over the idea that aviation is just a nice sweet 


“excursion” where everybody spends money regardless of business methods 


The 


tightening up is beginning to come and there will be some mandatory demands 


made for housecleanings. 


Wall Street men who have invested large sums in the industry believe the time 
is here now to begin checking up, that the government purchasing program has 
been heavy, and that if profits are to be made they ought to be made now. 


SHIPMENTS UP 
Ranger Engineering’s Eight Months’ 
Business Equals 1936 Total 

Farmingdale, L. I., Oct. 7—Ranger 
Engineering Corp. reports that ship- 
ments of the company's inverted, in- 
line, air-cooled engines increased 214 
per cent in 1936 over 1935 and that 
shipments for the first eight months of 
1937 already equal the total for the 
whole year of 1936. 

Edward B. Heyl of the Ranger Corp 
states that despite the fact that engines 
of this type are built in Europe, the 
company’s exports have increased con- 
siderably. Although no engines were 
exported in 1935, 14 per cent of those 
shipped in 1936 were for export, and 
20 per cent of those shipped prior to 
Sept. 1 this year were for export. 

In 1935 all engines shipped were of 
the six-cylinder model. In 1936 16 
per cent were 12-cylinder, and for the 
first eight months of 1937, 25 per cent 
have been 12-cylinder models 


N. A. BUSY 


Planes on Order for Three 

Governments 

Los Angeles, Oct. 10—North Ameri- * 
can Aviation Corp. now has almost 700 
planes on order and is expecting addi- 
tional orders in the near future. Pre- 
sent production is for the Army Air 
Corps, the Navy, and the governments 
of Argentina and Australia. The first 
of the O-27 mid-wing observation 
planes is now nearing the assembly stage 
and will have many refinements over the 
test ship 

The North American “Dragon’ 
bomber is back at the plant undergoing 
changes for a future bomber competi- 
tion at Wright Field. The company 
failed to obtain any orders for this 
model following the bomber competi- 
tions earlier this year. 


Has 700 


UAL Buys Engines 

Chicago, Oct. 8—United Air Lines 
announced today the purchase of 
twenty-eight new type twin-row 14- 
cylinder Wasp engines from Pratt & 
Whitney Aircraft Division of United 
Aircraft Corp., East Hartford, Conn. 
The engines are scheduled for instal- 
lation in ten Douglas Mainliners 
which United recently ordered for de- 
livery early next year. The engines 
are Series 1830-C 

Ryan’s Mexican Orders 

New York, Sept. 30—T. Claude 
Ryan, president of Ryan Aeronautical 
Co., stated today that the company has 
received a contract amounting to $50-, 
000 from the Mexican government for 
military training planes and spare 
parts. The company's backlog is now 
more than $350,000. 


Jouett Resigns 

New York, Oct. 1—Sherman M. 
Fairchild, president of Fairchild En- 
gine and Airplane Corp., announced 
yesterday the resignation of Colonel 
John H. Jouett from the company. He 
stated that Col. Jouett will devote his 
time to private interests and will act 
as an independent aviation consultant. 
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$110,000,000 Year for Mfg.: 


8 Mos. Total at $71,723,589 


Delivery Figures Exceeding All Estimates for 
1937; Third Quarter Highest in Aviation 
History, Aeronautical Chamber Reports 


Total deliveries by American aircraft 
and aircraft engine manufacturers to- 
taled $71,723,589 for the first eight 
months of 1937, according to a statis- 
tical report issued by the Aeronautical 
Chamber of Commerce on October 6. 
It is estimated that total sales for 1937 
will be about $110,000,000, approxi- 
mately 45 per cent above 1936, the 
industry's record year for deliveries. 

August was the record month in the 
history of the industry, deliveries total- 
ing $12,054,064, a 183.1 per cent in- 
crease over the $4,258,232 of August, 
1936. 

September figures are not yet avail- 
able but it seems certain that the third 
quarter was the most active in the his- 
tory of American aviation. July, Au- 
gust, and early September data in- 
dicates third quarter deliveries in excess 
of $30,000,000. This would be more 
than double the business done in the 
third quarter of 1936. 

Every month this year has exceeded 
the previous month in dollar volume 
of deliveries. The companies desire to 
transfer this increased business into 
profit and the uncertain factor here is 
the increased wage rates. Labor costs 
are considerably higher than a year ago 
so that profits may not run as high as 
might be expected. 

Commercial airplane and engine de- 
liveries during the first eight months 
of this year exceeded the total for the 
entire year 1936. Commercial planes 
showed a jump of 84.6 per cent while 
engines were 93.9 per cent a head. 

Whereas production for the first 
eight months was $71,614,100, it is 
significant to note that deliveries to- 
talled $71,723,589, indicating that the 
industry is not burdened with inven- 
tories of finished products. 

Business in 1938 is certain to equal 
1937 and will probably show a still 
further gain. Most manufacturers at 


the present time have enormous back- 
logs with even more business definitely 
in sight from both commercial and 
military sources. 


BREWSTER BACKLOG 
Largest in History of Company; New 
Directors Announced 

New York, Oct. 5—Brewster Aero- 
nautical Corp. on Sept. 30 reported 
the largest backlog in the company’s 
history with $1,534,579 worth of un- 
filled orders on hand. This compares 
with $575,639 as of Sept. 30, 1936. 

Four newly elected members of the 
company’s board as announced by 
James Work, president, are Raymond 
Rubicam, chairman of the board of 
Young and Rubicam, Inc.; Ralph M. 
Singer, vice president of Evans Prod- 
ucts Co., Detroit; Ferdinand Tannen- 
baum, a member of the law firm of 
Olvany, Eisner and Donnelly, and 
David Van Alstyne, Jr., partner of 
Van Alstyne, Noel and Co. 


SCHOOL OPENED 





New Burbank Aviation Junior College 
Has Capacity Enrollment 

Burbank, Calif., Sept. 15—Bur- 
bank's new aviation junior college 
opened yesterday with a capacity en- 
rollment. Classes meet Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday nights, and the 
facilities of the Lockheed Aircraft 
Corporation's factory will be used for 
laboratory work. 

A majority of the students are 
Lockheed employes and Sven Peder- 
son of the Lockheed Corp. is acting 
as director. Present courses include 
machine shop, tool and die making, 
template layout, sheet metal hand 
forming, sheet metal machine operat- 
ing, sheet metal assembly, aluminum 
welding, steel welding, aircraft in- 
spection, and drafting. 


August deliveries of equipment as compared to August, 1936, were as follows: 








Percentage 
7 1936 of 

Units Value Units Value Increase 
Commercial Airplanes ...... 277 $2.032.036 162 $934.686 117.4 
Military Airplanes ...... eae 105 4,093,256 37 553.357 640.0 
Commercial Engines ........ 362 1.078.256 263 615.704 73.5 
Military Engines ........... 250 1,841,381 118 939.156 96.1 
Airplane Spares ............. 2,130,711 768.764 177.3 
Engine Spares ....... ..... 878,414 446,565 96.9 
Total, August .............. $12,054,064 $4,258,232 183.1 





_ Comparative figures for the eight months periods of the two years follow: 





Percentage 
1937 1936 of 

Units Walue Units Value Increase 
Commercial Airplanes ...... 1,613 $13,758,517 1,007 $7,451,394 84.6 
Military Airplanes .......... 447 20,046,729 486 10,628,303 88.6 
Commercial Engines ........ 2,962 10,655,169 1,776 5,495,570 93.9 
Military Engines ........... 1,321 9,859,215 1,100 9,311,850 5.8 
Airplane Spares ............. 11,862,366 5,249,583 114.1 
Engine Spares ............. 5,541,593 4,174,836 32.7 
Total, Eight Months ....... $71,723,539 $42,311,536 69.5 








The volume of deliveries during the eight months of 1937 was slightly higher 


than production, as the following table shows: 





Production Deliveries 

Per Per 

Units Value Cent Units Value Cent 

Commercial Airplanes ..... 1,672 $13,817,436 19.3 1,613 $13,758,517 19.2 
Military Airplanes ......... 445 19,981,997 27.9 447 20,046,729 28.0 
Commercial Engines ...... 3,005 10,616,756 148 2,967 10,655,169 14.8 
Military Engines .......... 1,316 9,793,952 13.7 1,321 9,859,215 13.8 
Airplane Spares ........... 11,862,366 16.6 11,862,366 16.5 
Engine Spares ............. 5,541,593 7.7 5,541,593 7.7 


$71,614,100 


$71,723,589 
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Highest A-A Record 
American Airlines established an all- 
time record for the industry in Septem- 
ber when it transported a total of 34,- 
214 revenue passengers for a total of 
13,599,738 passenger miles, according 
to announcement by C. R. Smith, pres- 
ident. The passengers carried repre- 
sented a gain of 2.6 per cent over the 
previous outstanding month of the year, 
which was July. The load factor in- 
creased from 53.7 in August to 60.2 
per cent in September, or an average 
of 10.1 passengers for every mile flown. 
Most gain was shown on the Chicago- 

Detroit-Buffalo-New York route. 





Solar Backlog High 
Los Angeles, Oct. 5—Solar Aircraft 
Company, of San Diego, reported that 
its backlog of unfilled orders totaled 
$279,314 on Oct. 1, the highest level 
in the company’s history. Included in 
the orders is one for 179 manifolds from 
North American Aviation. An order 
is expected from the Glenn L. Martin 
Company, Baltimore. The backlog is 
expected to keep Solar busy most of 

1938 without additional orders. 


Pierce to Everell 
Baltimore, Oct. 10—Arthur Seg 
Pierce, of the Taylor Aircraft Co: 
pany has joined the Everell Prope! 
Company to do _ sales promotion 
Pierce has handled publicity for ¢! 
Cub for a number of years. 


Lockheed Delivered 
Los Angeles, Oct. 5—Lockheed A 
craft Corp. has delivered the first 
fleet of Electra transports ordered 
Trans-Canada Air Lines. The 
order comprises four model 14's, 
three Electras. 


Brewster Backlog 

New York, Oct. 4—Unfilled orders 
of Brewster Aeronautical Corp. 
$1,534,579, as against $575,639 a yea 
ago, James Work, president, has 
nounced. Newly elected members 
the board of directors are Rayn 
Rubicam, chairman of the board 
Young & Rubicam, Inc., advertising 
agency; Ferdinand Tannenbaum, of | 
law firm of Olvany, Eisner and D 
nelly; and Davis Van Alstyne, 
partner of Van Alstyne, Noe & GC 





Incorporated 








HAVE YOU A PRODUCTION PROBLEM? 


Let us help you solve it. Our stainless steel rudders, ailerons, 
surfaces and tanks are now going into U.S. Army regular service. 


THE STAINLESS STEEL SPECIALISTS 


=F LEEFWINGS— 


Bristol, Pennsylvania 





Phone Bristol 867 































UNITED AIRCRAFT 
HITS RECORD HIGH 


Th'rd Quarter Operations 50 Percent 
head of Year Ago; Dividend 
Distribution Expected 

mtinuing the gain shown during 
th first half, United Aircraft Corpo- 
rat on's operations during the third 
qu ter have been at the highest rate 
he company’s history. The dollar 
va ¢ of deliveries will probably ex- 
ce the third quarter of last year by 

than 50 per cent. 

1e company’s backlog has contin- 


in 


ue to increase and at present it is 
un erstood to be well ahead of the 
un led orders at the end of 1936, 
wi -h_ totalled $21,431,774. Profits 


ha also continued to rise and for the 
Se; ember quarter are expected to be 
ah d of the $989,203, or 39 cents a 
sh on 2,518,852 shares, shown in 
the second quarter. In the third quar- 
f 1936, net profits were $364,190, 
{ cents a share. 
third quarter profits hit 40 cents 
ure, the profits for the first nine 
hs of 1937 should be in the vicin- 


ity of $1.10 a share. For a like 1936 
per od, net profits were $912,750 or 
38 cents a share, and for the entire 
yea” 1936 were $1,926,442, equal to 80 
cen's a share. 


€ company’s operations this year 
have been helped by plant expansion 


and other improvements carried out 
last year. It is probable, in view of 
the undistributed profits tax, that 
United will declare another dividend 
distribution to stockholders before the 
end of the year. A dividend of 50 
cents was paid on July 15 and last 
year a similar amount was paid on 
December 15. 





Contracts 





Five government contracts were let 
ig the week ended Sept. 16 and 


five during week ended Sept. 23 for 
aviation supplies under the Walsh- 
Healey Pubiic Contracts Act. The 


of the contracts was $184,237.24. 
Army Air Corps let the fol- 


ig contracts: $13,956.40 to the 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. for 
bag assemblies; $13,695.00 to the 
Lecce-Neville Co. for generator as- 
sem lies; $22,005.00 to the Franklin 
Machine Products Co. for release as- 
sem lies; $21,411.00 to the Philip 


C; Co. for wiping cloth and cot- 
$12,095.25 to the Humble Oil and 
ng Co. for lubricating oil; $12,- 
21°34 to the Aluminum Co. of 
Am rica for propeller blades; $17,- 


35210 to the Cleveland Pneumatic 
Ti Co. for airplane parts, and 
$2°.121.25 to the Longine-Wittnauer 
Co for clock assemblies. 


e Navy ordered altimeters from 
Pi cer Instrument Co., $37,500.00; 
an. indicators from the United States 
Ga ze Co., $11,887.50. 

Government Contracts 

e Department of Labor an- 


no. \ced the following contracts signed 
1 g the week of Oct. 7 by various 
go rnment agencies. 


itlik Parachute & Equipment 
Co pany, Trenton, N. J., safety belt 
ass. nbly, Army Air Corps, $10,109.40. 
llin Aerial Surveys, Phila., Pa., 
ulture Dept., prints and index 
n $4,653.50. 
baker Aerial 


and Wil- 


Surveys 


lian mette Flying Service, Portland, 
Ore Dept. of Agriculture, negatives 
and index maps, $175.68. 





American Aviation 








CLASSIFIED ADS 


7¢ per word—minimum charge $1.00— 
Payable in advance 








WANTED—tThree or four-place cabin 
Plane, 1935 or 1936. Preferably in East. 
Must be good condition. Reply Box 104 
AMERICAN AVIATION. 


PERSONALS 
YOUNG LADY with green hat reading 
AMERICAN AVIATION aboard Chicago 
and Southern between Chicago and St. 





Louis on Sept. 30: My apologies, lost 
your card. Please reach me W. Webb, 
General Delivery, Baltimore, Md. 





EX-PILOT wants to correspond with 
hostess on West Coast. Prefers blond 
with sense of humor. Am tall, dark 
haired, congenial. Address Box 105, 
AMERICAN AVIATION. 


Bendix Radio Corp., Wash., D. C., 
radio station equipment, Dept. of 
Commerce, $306,474. 

Westinghouse Electric and Mfg. Co., 
Chicopee Falls, Mass., radio stations, 
Dept. of Commerce, $697,366. 

Stinson Aircraft Corp., Wayne, 
Mich., cabin airplanes, Dept. of Com- 
merce, $83,785. 

Grumman Aircraft Engineering 
Corp., L. L, N. Y., spare parts for 
airplanes, Navy Dept., $10,420. 





13 Boeings Ordered 
by Army for 2 Mill. 


The War Department on Oct. 7 
awarded a contract for 13 “flying for- 
tresses” to the Boeing Airplane Com- 
pany, Seattle, bringing the number on 
order and option to 39. The cost, ex- 
cluding motors, but including spare 
parts, was $2,518,346. 

Of the 39 on order, 13 have been 
delivered and the remainder comprise a 
heavy backlog for the plant. The com- 
pany is about ready for test flying of 
its super-bomber, constructed with 
great secrecy for the Air Corps. This 
plane, the XB-15, is considerably larger 
than the flying fortresses which carry 
the B-17 model number 

Each of the new bombers just ordered 
will be powered with four Wright- 
Cyclone engines. 


Army Contracts 





The War Department on Sept. 30 
announced that contracts amounting to 
$180,526.26 had been let for the pro- 


curement of photographic supplies. 
Contracts awarded were: Eastman 
Kodak Company, 98,759.09; Agfa 


$ 
Ansco Corporation, $44,161.87; Haloid 
Company, $33,865.30; and the Photo- 
stat Corp., $3,740 These supplies 
will be issued to Army Air Corps 
Photographic sections for use in train- 
ing and routine photographic and map- 
ping work normal to those organi- 
zations. 
North American 

North American Aviation Corp. of 
Inglewood, Calif., on Sept. 28 re- 
ceived a $411,500 contract from the 
War Department for 34 basic training 
planes for Air Corps organized re- 
serves. 





Dutch Order Menascos 

Los Angeles, Oct. 5—Menasco Man- 
ufacturing Company has announced 
receipt of an order from K. L. M., its 
Holland representative, for additional 
aircraft engines for the Dutch Navy, 
bringing the total number of engines 
ordered during the past six months 
to eighteen. The order is for 160- 
horsepower models for installation in 
the training planes of the country. 
Tests are also in progress in Ger- 
many with a Menasco engine installed 
in the Focke-Wulf, standard military 
training plane in that country. 
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Charts and Comments 


Once we called the attention of our 
readers to the fact that the aviation 
stocks as a group seemed to forecast 
coming trends in the general security 
markets. If this be true, it is our be- 
lief that the market as a whole is now 
finding a support zone of general and 
real significance. The aviation averages 
have definitely indicated, for the first 
time in over six wecks, that a bottom 
has been reached, and that a rally of 
some importance is nearby. 

True, the aviation group of stocks 
have moved up and down in rapid 
succession, three times dipping slightly 
under 19, and then rallying back to 
22, only to find too much stock in that 
area. This zone of 22 is an obstacle 
in the way of a real big movement up- 
ward. Once the averages cross 23, the 
sign for a rally to at least 26-27 will be 
given. There is no doubt but that the 
aviation stocks are acting better at this 
period than the rest of the market. 


by Philip P. Friedlander 


volume, a sure sign that the liquidating 
wave will be over in a short period of 


time. Even if the aviation stocks are 
headed lower later on—and we cannot 
subscribe to that theory—at least a re- 


tracement of the loss ground is in the 
cards. 

Standard aviation stocks should be 
purchased on general market weakness 
for a rally of at least five points in the 
averages. The thrust upward would go 
even further if the volume on the rally 
increases to any sizable proportions. If 
26-27 zone were negotiated, there would 
be plenty of long stocks for sale in the 
30 area, and the resistence to farther 
progress would be pronounced 

Gloom is still wide-spread in Wall 
Street. No one can quite understand 
what is causing the liquidation. War 


News? Why then are the steel and the 
aviation stocks being sold? Business 
news? While there is a slowing up in 


business, there is no real comparison in 





A student of the chart will notice price decline to the business decline 
particularly that the move down started Whatever the reason be, one can be 
from the 26-27 level. This movement confident that a turn is close by and 
has been accompanied by increased that a real rally is not far off. 

LEADING AVIATION STOCKS 
New York Stock Exchange 
Week Ending October 2 Week Ending Oct. 9 
Net Net 

High Low Change Sales High Low Change Sa!es 
Aviation Cp. of Del. . 4°% 37% 54 15,800 43, 4 — 6 8.300 
Bendix Aviation ‘ 1534 141, 3%4 11.609 15! 14 35 12,000 
Boeing Airplane ...... 26'% 213% 234 16,000 27 22's 1% 34,600 
Consolidated Aircraft 1434 1234 1% 7,300 16 127, 1% 9,100 
Curtiss-Wright ...... 412 334 54 45.900 415 37% — % 41,800 
Curtiss-Wright A 15 1245 2 12,000 1514 1234 14,900 
Douglas Aircraft ...... 387% 3234 43, 19,100 41 33 215 29.900 
Glenn L. Martin ..... 1812 15 234 12,109 19 1642 4 17,709 
Natl. Aviation Corp. .. 10 Tho 25% 1,400 10 812 — 3% 300 
N. American Aviation 8'2 7 1 22.900 ; 
Sperry Gyroscope .. 15 1234 1%, 13,909 1534 125, 1, 27,000 
Thompson Products 22 19'% 1, 2,000 22 197% —l'4 2.700 
ME shtcheneseaeaunes 10 812 154 7,000 955 B14 —1%% 5.800 
United Air Lines ..... 12 9 13, 17,000 2334 19',% 4 40,800 
United Aircraft 22's 19 25, 23,400 1134 10 —1', 10,800 

New York Curb Exchange 
Weck Ending October 2 Week Ending Oct. 9 
Net et 

Hith Low Change Sales High Low Change Sales 
Aero Supp’y A 21 19 —l1!, 209 1812 1842 bo 100 
Aero Supply B chee 35% 335 1, 1,300 37% 335 1, 1,599 
American Airlines 17 15 1,500 1634 14'2 —17% 2,000 
Beech Aircraft 2's 2 ly 700 2's 2 409 
Bell Aircraft Tere, ll', 700 13's ll', 3%4 1,700 
Bellanca Aircraft .... 4 335 1 1,800 4'2 342 1,300 
Breese COtP. ...ccccces 7 634 — 3% 1,20) 7'4 6'4 Io 2.000 
Brewster Aero. ....... 4's 312 1, 2,109 4'4 35% — % 3,000 
Fairchild Aviation 342 234 5% 2,900 319 31% — % 1,200 
Irving Chute Co. 9 B12 1 800 85,5 — 4 1,300 
Lockheed Air .. 1034 8%% 5% 3.200 97% — %% 6.900 
Pan American Air 2614 21'4 3,500 2538 217% — 3% 2,000 
Seversky Aircraft .... 23% 215 1% 3.000 212 2'5 1s 2,900 
Western Air Express .. 6 5 1 300 532 5% — 500 



























Mr. Advertiser: 


Before making up your 1938 budget, consider these vital check points. 
You pay out good money for your magazine advertising. Isn’t it worth while 


checking to see what you get in return? 





















If you are after sales, you want your sales message to be read. Advertising on 
pages with news—and opposite news pages—gets read. A wise advertiser doesn’t 


want a “back seat” or “mob scene”’ position. 


If you are advertising for good will or advertising to reach the busy executive, 
isn’t it a better idea to advertise in a magazine actually read by executives? In these 
busy days few executives have time to read volumes—they want their news in concise, 
breezy style, and isn’t it worth while to reach the financial leaders and government 


officials who aren’t interested in the purely technical phase of aviation ? 


Are you after juveniles, curiosity-seekers and kids “just interested” —or do you 


want to hit the quality market with a direct shot? 


After all, its not “how many,” but “who” that determines the buying power of 


a trade publication. 


The effectiveness of advertising is dependent upon whether a publication is being 
read cover to cover by the men who buy. AMERICAN AVIATION is not a “one feature” 


magazine. It is an essential service to the industry. 


Make your advertising budget 
count for something in 1938 


Write or wire for rates 
AMERICAN AVIATION 


647 Earle Building 








Wasuincron, D.C. 
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